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For the first time in a very long time, we have a budget built on real collaboration between the legislature and the administration, and based on shared goals.  

At  4.2%, House 4141 reflects the smallest spending increase in three years while still addressing crucial public investments to strengthen our economy, our communities, and the Commonwealth as a whole.  And I am glad to say that our budget serves those goals consistent with many of the needs and priorities that we laid out in House 1.  

I want to thank everyone who has worked so very hard to make this budget possible: the leadership and every member of the legislature, all of the secretariats, in particular Secretariat Kirwan and her team, and all of my team here, and the Lt. Governor’s team here in the Governor’s office.
In education, this budget significantly increases funding for expanded kindergarten, doubles the number of schools eligible for offering extended learning time opportunities, adds resources for STEM science technology, engineering and math grants to prepare our students for the world and the economy of tomorrow, and increases local aid, including Chapter 70 funding for local schools.
To grow our economy and create new jobs, this budget allocates resources for cities and towns to streamline their business permitting processes, it supports the state’s sales team that is marketing Massachusetts as a good place for business investment and that has already produced great results. It helps biotech companies move from ideas to commercialization, and it expands broadband access initiatives across the state. It also further provides for the resources for local housing authorities to create affordable housing opportunities for low and moderate income families.
In public safety, this budget, together with the supplemental budgets that have already been passed, enables us to hire and train an additional one hundred new police officers moving forward and making progress on our initiative to bring a thousand police officers to the streets of the commonwealth. The budget also supports them with over $21 million in community policing grants and funds job opportunities for at-risk youth and other efforts to help prevent crime and violence before they begin.  
In health care, the budget continues our efforts to put affordable, effective healthcare within reach of everyone in Massachusetts; $1.8 billion to implement our reform law. The budget adds first time funding for the healthcare quality and cost council, so that they can get to work on strategies to reduce system costs overall. And the budget renews our focus on public health by adding funding for the universal immunization program as well as significant increases in smoking prevention and cessation initiatives. In addition, House 4141 includes an innovative approach to distributing any end-of-year fiscal 2007 surplus.  We will divide surplus revenue between our Stabilization Fund and the newly established Bay State Competitiveness Fund.  The Competitiveness Fund will target economic initiatives throughout our Commonwealth, and is a real opportunity to begin to fund the Life Sciences Initiative, which we announced a couple of months ago.
I am very, very pleased with how this budget works to strengthen our Commonwealth.  At the same time, there are a few areas in which I wish I propose changes.  I am using my line-item veto authority to reduce overall spending by $41 million.  
Where House 4141 provided excessive or unregulated funding for the needs of agencies or programs, or where certain earmarks are inconsistent with the mission of the programs under which they were assigned.  And I will continue to work with the legislature so that we can find the right balance between providing flexibility to state agencies, and respecting the legislature’s legitimate political interests in helping to establish our priorities.

In signing this budget document, I am reminded of the fact, and we all ought to be, that there is a human being or a particular program behind every one of those dollars. Someone is affected, some one who is managing that program, someone who has a personal stake in each of these programs. There are worthy ideas, some of which I am vetoing, because the timing isn’t right or the money isn’t there. There are other ideas which we have not been able to support for the same reasons. We have with great care, made the judgments that we have to make and that are incumbent upon us to make with the responsibility we have. And I am grateful once again for the partnership and the support and the creativity of all of this team and those they represent, the folks here in my office, and the leadership and the members of the legislature in getting us to this point. So let’s sign. Thank you.
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