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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (TBD)
Good afternoon.   First of all, I want to thank Kevin [youth, name to be provided by locals] for sharing his story with us.  Restarting your education is an extraordinarily brave and difficult task, and I want to acknowledge your efforts.  
Second of all, I want to acknowledge CTI’s work with our Interagency Council on Homelessness.  Your efforts have helped hundreds of area families stay off the streets, and I am so deeply thankful for your partnership and commitment to social justice.

Now, as you all know, over the past year we have been aggressively investing Recovery Act funds in every single corner of the Commonwealth.  I’ve been on the road lately highlighting a lot of this really wonderful work, and the sheer scope of it is something to behold.  
Last week alone, we announced that Massachusetts had obligated all $437 million in highway funding – a full month ahead of schedule – and awarded the single largest solar installation contract in state history to Nexamp Inc., a company just down the road in North Andover founded by an Iraq War veteran.
We’ve received over $67 million in workforce training grants, and spent $2 million of it here in Lowell to help hundreds of displaced workers and young people develop new skills.
Thanks to the hard work and foresight of many, from our business community to the White House to our wonderful delegation – represented here today by Congresswoman Tsongas – Massachusetts is writing its recovery story.
And today, right here in Lowell, we’re writing the next chapter of that story.  I am so pleased to award $1 million in federal grants to 6 community and union groups across the Commonwealth, including over $167,000 for CTI and its partners.   

These funds will connect YouthBuild participants – like the folks with us this morning – with additional training in green construction, after which they will be guaranteed placement with employers in the field.  
You know what that means?  Long-term jobs for these young people and a boost to our green construction industry.   Can I ask the newest members of the Massachusetts workforce to raise your hands and be congratulated?
As you can tell, I’m particularly excited about this initiative.  Since day one ours has been a green jobs administration – not only as environmental strategy, important as that is, but as an economic strategy. 
With the nation’s first large-scale wind blade facility opening in Charlestown, Cape Wind in the final stages of permitting, and our internationally recognized renewable incentives taking effect, the green market in Massachusetts is bursting at the seams.  And these young people are ready, willing and – as of today – will soon be able to fill these new jobs.
Jobs today, growth and cleaner air tomorrow, and an occasion to celebrate for all.

Now I would like to bring a crucial partner in this great work to the podium -- Congresswoman Niki Tsongas.
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