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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), the unexpected and unexplained death of apparently healthy babies, is one of the leading causes of death in Massachusetts for infants under one year of age; and 
W

hereas The National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, 

and the American Academy of Pediatrics, provide recommendations for safe sleep positions and environmental factors that may help reduce the risk for SIDS; and 

W

hereas Risk reduction practices include placing babies on their backs to sleep, choosing safe bedding, keeping babies from overheating, choosing breastfeeding when possible and creating tobacco-free environments; and 
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the devastating effects of SIDs among all Massachusetts infants,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 2008 to be,
SIDS Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-eighth day of September, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
