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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas According to the Department of Children and Families, children who grow up without fathers are five times more likely to be poor, twice as likely to drop out of high school and much more likely to end up in foster care of juvenile justice facilities than children who grew up with their father; and 
W

hereas Girls who are raised in single-parent families are three times more likely to become unwed teen mothers, and boys without fathers at home are much more likely to become incarcerated, unemployed and uninvolved with their children when they become fathers than children who grow up with fathers; and 
W

hereas Mothers living with children whose father is not present have a poverty rate of 35%, more than four times the rate for all married-couple families with children, which is 8%; and 
W

hereas It is important to the future of the Commonwealth the trend of father absence in our communities be curtailed and that the number of children growing up without the care and guidance of both parents be significantly reduced; and 
W

hereas Every father can experience growth with their child, every child deserves a chance with their father, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim June 12th, 2011, to be,
Strengthening Families, Strengthening Communities by Uplifting Fathers Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of June, in the year two thousand and eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-fourth.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
