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Thank you all for joining us today.  It’s an honor to be here.  

I am proud to join you today to announce that the digital divide in Massachusetts is finally about to close.  Today we will begin installing over 1,000 miles of fiber optic cable on over 35,000 utility poles across the region -- the final stage of our historic commitment to bringing broadband internet access to every home and small business in every corner of the Commonwealth.  
For too long, 123 of our 351 communities have gone without a strong connection to the internet and a modern onramp to the global innovation economy.  With the help of our partners in the state legislature, in local government, the entire Congressional delegation and the Obama administration, the Lt. Governor and I set out to change that.  The cables we are laying today will extend broadband internet coverage to hundreds of thousands of households, 44,000 business and more than one million residents.  
Right here in Sandisfield, that work has already begun and construction will soon kick off in communities around the region.  Through construction alone, we expect 400 new jobs.  The broader economic impact is immense: by investing in our information infrastructure we are supporting the businesses that are already here and paving the way for more to join us.  We are strengthening local public institutions and giving schools, public safety officials and city halls better tools to get more done.  

As with every infrastructure project, we have partnered with private industry to maximize the taxpayer’s leverage.  I want to thank Axia for their continued partnership and for their commitment to the region.  Working together I think we have created a model for the nation for how to effectively blend public and private resources to make that “last mile” of development a reality.  

Our commitment to broadband expansions is just one piece of our wider strategy for renewing our public infrastructure: creating jobs today and a platform for future growth.  Things like fixing up our crumbling roads and bridges, improving our rail system.  
Just as we invest resources in our physical infrastructure to connect our regions to one another and to the rest of the world, we invest in our information infrastructure to ensure that ideas can travel just as efficiently from one corner of the Commonwealth to any part of the world.

These investments, alongside our commitments to public education leadership and the innovation economy, are why we are creating jobs faster than 44 other states.  It’s why our unemployment rate is well below the national average and why our economy is growing at twice the national rate.  
Our growth strategy is producing results.  And I am proud to be here today to ensure that every community, every household and every small business in our Commonwealth is a full participant in that strategy and a partner in achieving those results.  
Thank you.    

PAGE  
2

