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Boston Consulting Group:  Congratulations on 50 years.  Your climb from a small Boston office to a powerful force in the global marketplace is in inspiration to entrepreneurs everywhere.  

Like many of you, I have done business all over the world.  I have spent most of my career in the private sector.  But Massachusetts is my home and I want to take a few minutes to brag about why I am so proud of that. 

Since I took office we have focused on a disciplined strategy of investing in education, innovation and infrastructure.

We invest in education because well-prepared young minds and mid-career talent is our global calling card and our economic edge.  We invest in innovation because, with a workforce like ours, enabling and encouraging new ideas is the best way to take advantage of the knowledge explosion happening in the world economy today.  We invest in infrastructure because rebuilding our roads, rails, bridges, expanding broadband to every community, building new classrooms and labs and more affordable housing gives private initiative and personal ambition the platform for growth.  Education, innovation, infrastructure.  It’s a strategy proven through history.   And it’s working for us today. 

Massachusetts has climbed out of recession faster than most other states and is growing twice as fast as the national growth rate.  Earlier this year the Labor Department reported that Massachusetts has more jobs today than it did at its pre-recession peak in the spring of 2008.  We are one of the first seven states in America to have achieved this milestone. 

Massachusetts has emerged as the top international supercluster in the life sciences and biotech, and as a national leader in clean and alternative energy. 

We have overtaken all of our competitor states in the rate of job growth in the life sciences, even during a global economic crisis.

In just five years time, Massachusetts has gone from being a leader in the life sciences to being the recognized global leader in the field.

Our digital technology industry is resurgent as well, especially in the areas of robotics, game technology, cyber security, Big Data and financial services. Every month we are welcoming new companies from all over the world that want to do business in Massachusetts.

Our students top the nation in student achievement and the world in math and science.  MCAS scores are up again.  After years of disinvestment, we are rebuilding our public university and college campuses.  Enrollment is up and there are truly remarkable and innovative programs happening on every campus.  We are strengthening the workforce development mission of our community colleges, to help more people get back to work.

Our state’s bond rating is the highest in history and we have one of the largest rainy day funds in America.

 	This has happened because we have stuck to our strategy – even during a global economic crisis.   We believe that even though government cannot solve every problem, if we all work together, we can help people help themselves. 

But what I am most proud of, and I hope you are able to see in your few days here, is that Boston, and that the whole state of Massachusetts is a unified community.  We work together to build a better future for everyone. 

In some ways, I think we got a glimpse of that in the past few months.  As you all have seen on the news, and some of you may have been personally touched, so many lives were suddenly, viciously and profoundly affected by the bombings on Marathon Monday.  And yet out of the dust of that tragedy emerged a strong sense of community, the notion of common stake and common cause.  The bravery of first responders, the supreme professionalism of the medical teams, the acts of kindness and generosity by ordinary citizens – in these ways and others the strength of our community, of Boston and of the surrounding communities, was on display for the world, and maybe most especially, for each other, for ourselves.

I hope we hold on to that. Because there isn’t a single challenge that we face in this state or in this country that can’t be overcome by a renewed sense that we have a stake in each other’s dreams and struggles as well as our own.

By working for Boston Consulting Group, you are ambassadors for this great city. I hope this is something that brings you much pride.  We are proud of the work you are doing all over the world.  Enjoy your week in Boston.  
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