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· I want to thank Mayor Menino, the law enforcement and faith communities, everyone here in Boston and throughout the Commonwealth committed to ending these cycles of violence.  To the members of this community, those that are here today, and others who could not make it, I know that this has been a very trying time for all of you.  I deeply appreciate your willingness to stand up and help your community, and I want you to know that we stand up with you.    
· Today we mobilize together to put an end to this violence.  We are getting tough, cracking down hard to get and keep guns and violent criminals off of our streets. And we are getting smart, tackling the root causes of violent crime in our communities.

· I am planning to introduce a package of legislation that strengthens our illegal firearm and gun violence laws.
· We will directly cut the number of firearms on our streets and in our neighborhoods by limiting gun buyers to one firearm purchase per month.  This will help law enforcement better track existing guns, and stem the practice of “straw purchasers” that put guns into the hands of criminals, young people and other prohibited buyers.  

· We also want to introduce stricter penalties for a range of firearms crimes.  Any violent felonies or misdemeanors involving the use of a firearm will carry a mandatory sentence of five years in prison.
· And we will give prosecutors and judges the discretion to enforce pre-trial detention for a range of firearms offenses.  Currently, a person charged with illegal possession of a firearm is not eligible to be held without bail pending trial.  These are the people most likely to either commit further violence or be the victims of retaliatory violence, and we are putting them right back on the street.    

· Our legislation changes that by allowing judges and prosecutors to assess an individual’s threat level, and determine whether it is necessary to keep them off the streets while they await trial.  
· To increase our ability to enforce the law and protect our neighborhoods, the state will be providing $1,000,000 for new community policing patrols in Boston.  Mayor Menino has agreed to match this funding, enabling the city to hire up to XX new officers, and put them in the places where they are needed the most.

· Each of these proposals is necessary to meet the challenges of illegal firearms and violent criminals.  But as we get tough, we have also got to get smart.  It is imperative that we strike at the root of these challenges and prevent the cycles of crime and violence before they even begin.
· We begin by reaching out to the victims of violent crime.  Patients entering Emergency Departments with gun shot wounds, stab wounds, or traumatic injuries from fights and altercations will meet with trained Violence Intervention Advocates who will help them manage through the immediate and long-term effects of their trauma.

· Currently, Massachusetts has no mandatory post-release supervision system for the approximately 20,000 inmates released each year, while almost half of our former inmates are involved in some form of crime or violence less than a year after their release. 
· We have proposed to closely monitor the re-entry of prisoners.  We to help those who have paid their debt to find a job, housing, and give the necessary helping hand to those with substance abuse problems or mental health needs.  We want to do all that we can to facilitate safe, productive re-entry.  Closer tracking will also allow us to protect our communities by alerting authorities to those who are not successfully re-entering, and heading off repeat offenders before they act.  

· As a further measure to strengthen communities against violent crime, we are stepping up our efforts to assist at-risk youth.  We will be seeking ways to enable a wide range of government agencies -- school officials, juvenile court personnel and probation officers, representatives from district attorney’s offices, Department of Social Services case workers, and others – to share information and work together on meeting the needs of at-risk juveniles.  
· We will be devoting $5.4 million – $2.25 million in Boston alone – to plug at-risk youth into summer jobs and give them productive and profitable ways to spend their time.  State Government will also be introducing a “Classroom in the Workplace” program in which our Secretariats will provide opportunities for young people to get work experience in Executive Office agencies.
· And as a final step to ensure the long-term benefits and best execution of these and other measures, I will be signing an executive order forming a new, multi-agency, multi-disciplinary Anti-Crime Council.  I will Chair this Council, and ensure that we remain fully engaged and proactive in our work against gun and gang violence.  The Anti-Crime Council will be tasked with bringing its expertise and collective wisdom to bear on our challenges, and advising me on the steps needed to bring lasting safety to our communities and our Commonwealth.

· Part of the Anti-Crime Council will be a sub-committee on urban violence, designed to work with my office, local officials, and community leaders to tackle the specific variety of challenges we face in Boston and urban areas across the Commonwealth.  The Urban Violence Sub-committee will be co-chaired by Attorney General Martha Coakley and ???, President of the Massachusetts District Attorney’s Association.
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