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Thank you very much for allowing me to come by tonight and bring on behalf of the Commonwealth the best anniversary wishes on the 60th anniversary of the creation of the state of Israel.  

[You might not know that] Governors have supported a Jewish State since 1891 when Governor William E. Russell signed a petition with over 400 others to President Harrison.  And I am very, very proud to be here to join that legacy of Massachusetts governors.

I honor her struggle and her existence and I pray for her security and her prosperity and I am very glad to join you tonight.

A lot of you here know that I grew up on the south side of Chicago, a long way from Israel.  And there on the south side of Chicago, what many people know about the south side of Chicago is poverty and crime and the many ways in which the public schools fail poor children.  What people don’t always appreciate about the south side of Chicago si the ingenuity and the creativity and the joy of so many of the people in the neighborhood where I grew up.  

And so at dinner during her recent visit with Foreign Minister Livni – at supper, I was pleased and proud to be able to join her at supper at the Kraft house.  When she said that one of the things she wishes she could do and would like to do is “rebrand” Israel, I understood exactly what she meant.  Because there is so much more to the state of Israel and the community of the Jewish people in Israel than conflict alone.  

And so the cultural, business, educational, medical – a whole host of other relationships, certainly personal relationships with Massachusetts and Massachusetts people have and have had with the state of Israel is a thing to celebrate and acknowledge.

And I am looking forward very much to leading a trade mission to Israel on behalf of Massachusetts, and perhaps in that small way expanding understanding of all of the people of Massachusetts, in the whole host of ways in which Israel itself is magic.
Shalom Aleichem.
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