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NOTE: The Mass 182nd Cavalry is one of the oldest serving units in the US.  I’m not sure if the 182nd (SAPPER) Engineer Co is part of that, or how they are related, but if we can clarify it might be a good mention. 

Thank you.  I am here because I wanted the chance to say, on behalf of myself, my administration, and the people of this Commonwealth just how much we appreciate your service.  It is important that you and your families know how much it means to us, today and every day.
Each of you is part of a centuries old legacy of proud service.  Massachusetts is the birthplace of the National Guard and today is home to the oldest functioning units in the United States (??182nd ??).  The ideals of service, community and citizenship are central to your ranks, and to what we stand for as a nation.  
That is something you have displayed time and again, by helping people who needed your material and military aide around the world, helping people who needed you in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, or when you came through for all of us here and all across the North East in recovering from the Nor’ Easter last April.  

And that is a model of citizenship for all of us.  

Today you are called to service once again.  I you accept that call bravely and with honor.  I can’t say enough to express my pride and my gratitude to you and to your families, and to the nearly thousand National Guards- men and women from Massachusetts serving now in Iraq or Afghanistan or elsewhere.  To each and every one of you who wears the uniform who is always ready and always there for us, to your families, I want you to know how highly we regard your service.  
I pray for your safety, success, and return home.  Thank you and God bless you.
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