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Good afternoon.  I am delighted to welcome you to the 2012 BIO International Convention.  My special welcome to those of you from out of state and from countries around the world.  Welcome to America’s largest life sciences Supercluster.

This is my fifth BIO Convention and the second time we have hosted BIO here since I’ve been Governor.  So I can confidently say, you are all in the right place at the right time.  Here in Massachusetts, our concentration of brainpower, world-class universities, teaching hospitals and research facilities, mature venture capital community, long tradition of entrepreneurialism and innovation, and a state government that is committed to growing this sector combine to make this a unique community for the life sciences and biotechnology. 

When we last hosted the BIO International Convention in 2007, I announced the Massachusetts Life Sciences Initiative, a 10-year, $1 billion investment in our state’s life sciences Supercluster.  Since then, the sector has seen explosive growth and a series of remarkable discoveries. This past December we were once again rated #1 for life sciences in the US by a wide margin and the #1 region for biotech construction as well.
Our leadership in the life sciences isn’t by accident – it’s because of our growth strategy here in Massachusetts.  We have focused on making targeted investments in education, innovation and infrastructure. 
Thanks to that strategy, Massachusetts is growing jobs today faster than most other states.  Unemployment is well below the national average and going down.  Our economy is growing faster than any other state in New England and twice as fast as the nation’s growth rate. 
The life sciences have been a key component of our economic growth, helping us climb out of recession faster than the rest of the country.  Even more important, have been the contributions of all the new pharmas, therapies, treatments, devices and other discoveries to the improvement of the human condition.  It doesn’t get better than that. 
Get to know us – people who work and live here.  My team is available at the Massachusetts pavilion to tell you more and to help you get started or expand here.  Have some fun, too.  You’ve earned it.  

Have a wonderful conference!
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