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Hi, I’m Governor Deval Patrick.



	I’m sorry I can’t be with you all today but I wanted to 

take this opportunity to welcome you to the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts.



I hate violence.  I hate the cycle of hurt people hurting other 

people.  Violence in any community is a threat to every 

community.  It threatens our fundamental belief in opportunity for 

all and it must stop.



We all share a commitment to making our communities 

safer; every community, for every resident.  Safe communities are 

what it takes to create opportunity and opportunity is what 

America is about.



For nearly 8 years, we have worked together on more 

pragmatic, more effective and most efficient ways to address 

criminal behavior, ones that learn from the experiences of

the past, deal with the realities of today, and actually make the

public safer.  I am proud of the progress we have made so far and

I want to thank the many among you who worked with us to 

deliver it.


In 2011, we launched the Safe and Successful Youth 

Initiative, a violence prevention strategy aimed at reducing youth 

homicides and serious assaults in our urban centers.  This 

competitive grant program requires coordination among law 

enforcement and multiple social service and support agencies to 

focus on young men, ages 14 to 24, who are known high risks of 

becoming perpetrators or victims of gun violence. 


The goal of this initiative is to address the whole person – 

including the roots of their anti-social or self-destructive choices – 

and to respond  with trauma-informed case management, 

intensive supervision, employment, education, health care, even 

housing – whatever that individual may need to help him break 

his own destructive cycle. 


I am pleased to report that, in our targeted cities, overall 

crime victimization – which I understand is the most reliable 

measure of criminal activity – is down significantly. 


Over the past two years, acknowledging the spike in Boston 

in recent months, targeted cities statewide experienced a 25 

percent drop in homicide victims age 14 to 24.  Aggravated 

assault statistics continue to trend downward as well – with our 

targeted cities experiencing a 19 percent drop in aggravated 

assaults victims age 14 to 24.  I have met some of the young men 

in the SSYI program and listened to their stories, and there are 

many reasons to hope for continued progress.



There is an awful lot of crime committed by people caught up 

in their own cycles of violence and destruction.  We need them to 

break that cycle, and a combination of personal responsibility and 

targeted programming can help them do so.  All I’m saying is that 

as we charge offenders to break their destructive cycles, we as 

policymakers can help by breaking a few of our own.  And if the 

result is a much safer public and much lower cost, we are duty-

bound to try. 


Thank you for all that you do and enjoy the conference.

