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Thank you for joining me here today.  A couple of comments then your questions. 

The past few weeks have been especially challenging ones. So many lives so suddenly and viciously and so profoundly changed by the Marathon bombings.   

One shining remnant of this experience has been the re-emergence of a strong sense of community, the notion of common stake and common cause.  Whether the bravery of our first responders, the supreme professionalism of our medical teams, or the acts of random kindness by ordinary citizens, our strength of community has been on display for the world and, most of all, for each other.  

I hope we hold on to that.  As you know, I am convinced that there isn’t a single challenge that we face in this state or in this country that can’t be surmounted by a renewed sense that we have a stake in each other’s dreams and struggles as well as our own.

Since we last sat down I went on a short but very productive trade mission to Colombia.  We visited with the President and several business and government leaders in Bogota and Cartagena, and I had a chance to travel to small villages like Morales in the Cauca province and Carmen del Darien in the Choco province.  

I know for a fact that if we want to remain competitive in our global economy, we must develop the partnerships that will create jobs in every corner of the Commonwealth in the innovation industries where we already have and edge - life sciences, clean energy, and the digital technologies.

That’s what this trip was about, and I am confident that the relationships strengthened and built during our time in Colombia will produce results for our economy and our residents. 

For now, suffice to say that I am proud we now have strong, committed relationships with three of Latin America’s fastest growing markets – Brazil, Chile and Colombia. 

You’ll be hearing more from us on this in the future. 

We will soon start direct air service between Boston and Panama City as well, which is a hub for connections throughout the future. 

I remain committed to working with the legislature on growing jobs now, and creating sustained economic opportunity in every corner of the Commonwealth. 

I hear from people every day who are concerned about paying for college for their children, who are concerned about the quality of their kids’ education of the T or of the commuter rail, or the road they live on. 

Every one of those things depends on your tax dollars.  The nature of civilization is that we all contribute some so that the things that are a public good get funded.  And the generations before us understood that we are supposed to make a sacrifice so that those in a generation to come have things better off.

And we’re in the midst of that very debate here on Beacon Hill right now.  It’s not an abstract debate.  It’s about you, your lives, your jobs, your children’s futures.  

I have proposed to invest in our growth by asking those who earn a little more to pay a little more. 

There are choices.  Difficult choices and that don’t lend themselves to sound bites and slogans.  They’re not about polls and they’re not about abstractions.  They’re about real people’s lives and opportunities.

Which brings me back to where I started. In many, many ways what we have been trying to do together, across this whole Commonwealth is rebuild that sense of common cause, of community.  Rebuild that sense of stake in each other.  And be willing to call the hard questions right now in our time that will make your way a little bit better.  
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