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· Commissioner Burnes  
· I am happy to be here with you and your staff today to talk about some of the changes and savings we are making possible for consumers, and help show how to get find the best discounts on the new, more open market.
· For the past 30 years, consumers in Massachusetts have been limited to one rate and very few choices among companies and policies.  Good drivers were paying more than their fair share for auto insurance.
· We are working to change all that, and usher in new competition and better rates for all drivers.  Through the introduction of managed competition, good drivers everywhere – in cities and suburbs across our Commonwealth – now have the opportunity to save at least 10% on their 2008 auto insurance premiums.  Their bills could drop even further as consumers shop around and new insurers enter the market.
· Since the announcement of this change, the nation’s third largest auto insurance company [Progressive??] has made clear their plans to start writing policies in Massachusetts – our first new auto insurer in decades.  They are promising drivers decreases of almost 20% from last year’s rates.
· Liberty Mutual will be expanding its operations [in Springfield??], bringing new jobs to Massachusetts in order to meet demand in the new competitive market.
· That all begins on April 1st.  As we the industry makes this transition, it’s important that consumers be ready to transition as well, and take advantage of the savings that are now available.
· To help drivers search and compare estimated rates, and find an insurer, we have created the web site: www.mass.gov/AutoRates.  This is a great place for consumers to start.  By answering a few simple questions, drivers can find a range of estimated prices and policies out there and learn how to connect directly with an insurance agent or company to get an actual quote. 
· We want you to get out there and look.  Once you do, we want you to be able to ask your agent or your company the questions you need to ask until you find price and policy that’s right for you.  
· This is a way to empower drivers with more opportunities for cost savings and better coverage.  Commissioner Burnes crafted the new rules to protect all consumers.  She and her team have developed these resources and tools we have on hand today so that consumers know how to navigate the new system.  She will continue to oversee these changes to make sure that the greatest savings, benefits and protections are delivered to our consumers.
· With April 1st right around the corner, it’s important to start thinking about ways you can take advantage of all that managed competition has to offer.  Talk to your insurer or your agent.  Visit Mass.Gov/AutoRates.  I think you’ll find that finally here in Massachusetts, it really does pay to be a good driver.
