WHEREAS The Massachusetts Asset Development Commission has identified financial education as an important strategy in helping residents experience financial stability, achieve financial independence and contribute to civic participation and the economy; and
WHEREAS Many Massachusetts families need information and assistance to effectively manage their finances in today’s changing economy; and 

WHEREAS The Massachusetts Division of Banks supports low-fee and no-fee bank account programs, the Office of Consumer Affairs and Business Regulation reaches college students with financial information through Project Credit Smarts and delivers financial information throughout the Commonwealth through its “Consumer Affairs” television program, and the Department of Housing and Community Development, Department of Elder Affairs, State Treasurer’s Money Conference and other state agencies provide and support financial education programs; and

WHEREAS Many community-based organizations and financial institutes across the state work to provide financial education to local residents; and

WHEREAS The Federal Reserve Bank of Boston holds its annual Financial Education Summit on October 21, 2011; and

WHEREAS Through these programs and public awareness, the Commonwealth hopes to make personal finance basics available to all families in the state;

Now, therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hearby proclaim October 2010 to be,

Financial Education Month

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

