Governor Patrick INVESTS IN north central region TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the city and residents of North Central Massachusetts in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.

· $7.5 million for the reconstruction of 2.5 miles of Route 12 from Route 2 in Leominster to Bemis Road in Fitchburg, including new signals and sidewalks.  This project will enhance access and public safety along the route. 


· $55.5 million federal stimulus transportation grant for the extension of the Fitchburg Commuter Rail Line Project. Governor Patrick strongly advocated for these funds. 


· $200 million in ARRA stimulus and federal new starts funding to rehabilitate the Fitchburg commuter rail line to improve reliability and service for riders.

· $10.6 million for the reconstruction of the Route 12 Bridge over Route 2, which will address vertical clearance issues and modify existing ramps to improve safety at the interchange.  

· $6.4 million in ARRA funds for the resurfacing of Route 2 from exit 26 in Westminster to Route 31 in Fitchburg.  

· $1 million in 2008 for the installation of 4,479 linear feet of water and sewer, traffic lights, and utilities to assist in the development of road frontage in Southgate Business Park. These upgrades will support the creation of a 1 million square foot building/expansion area and create 454 jobs in the process. 

· $2 million in 2009 through the MORE program in order to install new roadways. The investment will help leverage the development of the Tanzio Road Business Park. The project is also expected to create 200 jobs. 

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in North Central Massachusetts and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for communities in the North Central Massachusetts region and communities across the Commonwealth to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.

· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip local workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· $2.4 million in federal recovery funds to make immediate investments in job training and support services at One-Stop Career Centers for dislocated workers, low-income youths and adults in the North Central Workforce Investment Area (WIA).  In the past six months 4,537 customers have been served at the North Central Career Centers. 
· Since 2007, the Patrick-Murray Administration has made $2.8 million in grants awards available through the Workforce Training Fund to the North Central WIA to provide skill development programs to 3,259 individuals.
· Through public and private collaboration, the Patrick-Murray Administration has awarded a total of $755,496 in grants that have gone to programs throughout this region that have expanded overall workforce training opportunities and provided job programs for young people. 
· Energy and the Environment:  Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth’s natural habitats. 
· $20 million DEP Clean Water State Revolving Fund Loan Program Grant for WPCF Upgrades. 

· $10.1 million DEP Drinking Water SRF Loan Program Grant for New Water Treatment Plant and System Upgrades. 

· $221,900 DEP Federal 319 Nonpoint Source Grant Program Grant to the Massachusetts Watershed Coalition for Lower Monoosnoc Brook Remediation. This project will reduce sources of sediment, phosphorus and bacteria that impair lower Monoosnoc Brook and the North Nashua River in Leominster. 

· $150,000 EEA Gateway City Parks Program Grant for Monoosnoc Brook Riverwalk Project.
· $77,520 EEA PARC Grant to the city for Doyle Field Playground to replace the old play structures with new equipment for two different age groups.

