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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Alopecia areata is a disease causing hair follicles to slow or stop production of hair above the surface of the skin, most prominently on the scalp; and
W

hereas Alopecia areata is a disease affecting approximately 6,000,000 people in the United States, including approximately 120,000 people in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and

W

hereas Alopecia areata may affect citizens of any age, from early childhood to those of advanced years; and
W

hereas People with alopecia areata, especially children, are subject to intentional and unintentional discrimination based on their appearance, often causing serious social, financial and psychological damage; and
W

hereas People suffering from alopecia areata have a higher incidence of other autoimmune disorders such as rheumatoid arthritis, lupus, and early-onset diabetes, as well as the loss of hair function such as protection from foreign particles entering the eyes and nose; and
W

hereas Despite the promising gains of recent research, there is no scientific consensus as to the cause of alopecia areata. There are limited treatment options and there is no cure for the disease; and
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the effects of alopecia areata among all Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim September 2009 to be,
Alopecia areata Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this seventeenth day of September, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth     

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
