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Good morning.  I am so glad to be joined by the members here today--and for the support of those whose schedule didn’t permit them to join us--to discuss the very real economic challenges here in Massachusetts.  I know that the Commonwealth is extraordinarily lucky to have such high-caliber men and women in our Congressional delegation, and I am looking forward to working with them to deliver crucial services to our mutual constituents.  


While undeniably complicated and challenging, today’s times also offer us a rare opportunity to kick start our economy and our communities.  The time to rehash old ideas and take baby steps is long past.  Instead, we have a chance--as a Commonwealth--to make bold investments in our common good.  Right now, we can start putting shovels into the ground to rebuild our roads and bridges.  We can refurbish our college campuses.  We can bring broadband into every corner of the state so that today’s entrepreneurs and small businesses can take advantage of today’s technology.  And we can make sure that we invest in energy efficient schools and public buildings, clean energy programs and a more efficient and cost-effective health care records management system.  

Most importantly, we can do it all while creating thousands of new Massachusetts-based jobs for Massachusetts families.  All of us here are excited about working with the new administration, and I am glad to welcome the members here to the State House at this unique time in the state’s history.  Thank you.  
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