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Good evening, I’m Governor Deval Patrick.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight but I wanted to extend my thanks and congratulations to the Mattapan Community Health Center, as well as to Dr. Peter Slavin, for the work that you do to make our communities better.  

All of you here this evening believe in a fundamental idea so central to health care reform and to the cause and the work of community health centers.  And that is, that health is a public good and that everybody deserves access to it.

Community health centers are critical to making that value real.  I travel across the Commonwealth, and sometimes the country bragging about our health care reform because no other state in America can touch our numbers.  Community health centers play a vital role in our success. 
Whether it’s helping people get the care they need or teaching children and parents how to make healthier choices, the Mattapan Community Health Center has given generations of people better lives.  And now you have a new home worthy of your good work. 
Peter, congratulations on this honor.  You have worked so hard and so well for Mass. General Hospital and you have dedicated your career to improving the health and well-being of our citizens here in the Commonwealth.  Thanks for your leadership and your friendship. 
Our Commonwealth is stronger and healthier because of what you all do.   
Thank you.  Many blessings for your continued success.  Have a wonderful evening. 
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