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· I’m so thrilled to see a group of young people still interested in and inspired by Dr. King.  And I’m especially glad that you all seem to understand that we’re not just celebrating man but his message – one that said everyone was entitled to a fair shot, that all of us were equal.
· Thanks to him, many of us work, study, live and play in settings that would have been unthinkable or even illegal for our parents and grandparents.  The diversity in this classroom, for one.  I grew up in segregated classrooms – in fact, I didn’t attend class with white students until high school.
· And although I don’t want to seem too old, I actually once heard Dr. King speak.  He was addressing a crowd at a park on the South Side of Chicago where I grew up and my mother took my sister and me to hear him.  I think I was about 6 or 7. Candidly, I can’t remember a single word he said.  But I do remember what it felt like. I remember the deep solemnity of the occasion.  I remember how at that moment I felt connected to all those other people in that park – people like me of limited means but limitless hope. I remember feeling the power of that hope. How it gave shape and purpose to the lives we were all trying to lead. 
· As time passes, we must ensure that Dr. King’s worthy and wonderful Dream lives on.  
· For Dr. King, serving others was a way of life.  And he was quite clear that such rewarding, righteous work does not require a political title or special training, but only what he termed “a heart full of grace” and “a soul generated by love.”
· You all meet those qualifications. So ask yourselves: “What am I called to do?”  Maybe it’s walking a younger student home from the bus.   Maybe it’s keeping an eye out for classmates getting teased for being different.  Maybe it’s helping an elderly neighbor take out the trash or do yard work.  Whatever it is that you’re called to do in your life, know that you are helping to keep the memory and message of Dr. King alive.

