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Good morning and thank you for being here.  I want to thank Bob McCarthy from the Professional Firefighters of Massachusetts, Chief Tom Coloumbe, President of the Fire Chiefs Association, Chief Ford of the Fall River Fire Department, Chief Leger of the New Bedford Fire Department and all the other firefighters and public safety professionals here today and serving throughout the Commonwealth.  While we don’t say it often enough, the work you do, every day, is an enormous comfort to me, my family and the families in communities across this state.  Thank you for your selfless service on behalf of the public at large.  We owe you a debt of gratitude.

I also acknowledge that difficult economic conditions have hit fire departments hard.  Vacant spots are left unfilled.  Needed repairs and orders for new equipment are put on hold.  And, most painful, departments across the state have had to lay off fire fighters, a painful choice that reflects the severity of our fiscal challenges.  
But today, I have some good news:  We have $8.1 million to rehire 127 laid off firefighters in 13 communities around the Commonwealth.  This announcement is especially good news for the South Coast region.  Fall River laid off 44 firefighters and will receive nearly $2.8 million to rehire them.  New Bedford, also hit hard, will receive $2.5 million to rehire 33 community heroes.  This is excellent news for the fire departments, the firefighters and for their families.  I hope these funds will ease some of the stress in neighborhoods in this and other cities.  It is simply one step in a journey back to a full recovery, but every step in that direction counts.  

These are discretionary federal recovery funds to help these crucial public safety operations continue their work.  Today is the first round in a series of announcements we will have in the weeks to come, and grant teams are continuing to review applications for the remaining funds.  Ultimately, this is an example of unions, public safety officers, local, state and federal officials coming together to find common sense solutions to complicated problems.  I am grateful for that spirit of collaboration and cooperation.  It is my sincere hope that we continue in that same spirit as we address the ongoing challenges we face as a community and as a Commonwealth.  Thank you.
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