TALKING POINTS

MA Developmental Disabilities Council Arc Massachusetts Legislative Day

March 19, 2008

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

· Lieutenant Governor Murray

· Mary Ellen Mayo, President, The Arc of Massachusetts (introduces you)
· John Stokes, Chairperson, MA Developmental Disabilities Council 

· Senator Brian Joyce, Legislator of the Year

· Representative Robert A. DeLeo, Legislator of the Year (received award earlier in program)

· Ricky Hoyt, Triathloner, Team Hoyt
· “Members of the Legislature” (members still to be confirmed)

· I want to thank you all for coming and congratulate you on your 30th annual legislative day at the State House.  I’m glad to be back again with you this year, to once again mark Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, and to have the chance to celebrate the consistent progress made possible in those decades of advocacy.
· Massachusetts has long been a leader of this issue.  We have seen bold leadership both at the state level, through our leadership in Washington, and for almost 60 years, the advocacy of Arc of Massachusetts.  
· Things like the Perkins School in Watertown, America’s very first school for the deaf, the sight-impaired, and individuals with a range of disabilities, or our state Commission on Employment of People With Disabilities – formed decades before the federal Americans with Disabilities Act – mark a history of expanded opportunity, and would not have been possible without gatherings like this one.  

· This year marks the 45th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy’s signing of the Maternal and Child Health and Mental Retardation Planning Bill.  This was the first time federal dollars were used to support the kinds of community-based services.  We have come a long way since 1963 and we still have work to do.  

· I meet often with advocates and family members and members of this community, and hear each time about the range of emotional, financial and health challenges faced by disabled individuals and their families: challenges in finding work, in securing accessible housing, in finding recreational opportunities and gaining fundamental access to public spaces.  The kinds of things that many of us may take for granted.  
· This was something I worked on in my time with the Civil Rights Division at the Justice Department.  So, I have seen in vivid ways how the policy decisions we make can affect the lives of individuals and families.  I want to thank you for coming up the hill to talk and partner with us once again this year.  I also want to commend my good friends Senator Joyce and Chairman DeLeo on their work, and congratulate them on being honored today.  

· We are committed to helping individuals with specific needs to get the care they deserve in the settings that are best for them.  We want to ensure that the long term care options available to elders and individuals with disabilities are expanded to meet the needs of everyone. 
· To help make that possible, our budget proposal for this year includes $46 million in a new account at MassHealth to implement the first year of the Community First initiative.  
· Since last fall, critical stakeholders have been working together to design key components of the program, including the process for determining eligibility and the case management and waiver service systems.  That initiative will promote flexible service options in the community, and treat institutionalization as a last resort.  Over time, we expect not only better care, but cost savings for government and families.
· That was borne out of the need and desire for more community-based services.  All of you are critical partners in our efforts, and we look forward to our continued work together.  I hope you will use your time in the State House to tell your representatives just how important the funding for Community First is to you.  
· We have also been working closely with many people in this room on a Task Force to craft a new Olmstead Plan, and will be taking action on those recommendations once they are released.  

· And we have been focusing on expanding economic opportunities in this community.  Collaborative efforts between the Department of Mental retardation and the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission will enable more citizens with disabilities to enter the Commonwealth’s workforce, and provide the benefits in terms of self esteem, the ability to contribute to the community, and economic self-sufficiency. 
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