[image: image1.jpg]@,mmunmealtb [ of Massacy

Usettg

4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Between 1996 and 2006, Boston’s population of homeless women increased by 57%, with these numbers steadily rising each year; and 
W

hereas The 2006-2007 City of Boston’s Annual Homeless Census identified 1,669 homeless women, a dramatic increase from 1,065 counted in 1996-1997; and 
W

hereas As of 2003, the average income for homeless and poor women was $970, while the cost to maintain a two bedroom apartment at fair market rent was $2,670; and 
W

hereas Homeless women are among Boston’s most vulnerable populations. According to a recent study by the National Alliance to End Homelessness in Massachusetts, 92% of homeless women experience physical violence or sexual assault at some point in their lives; and
W

hereas It is appropriate for all Massachusetts citizens to recognize the large number of homeless women in the Commonwealth and reach out to those in need, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 2007, to be
Women’s Homelessness 

Awareness Month     
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of November, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth         

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
