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I am honored to be with you all today.  Welcome home.  I know how meaningful this ceremony is for you and your families. 

A few years ago, I had the privilege of spending a little time with our servicemen and women abroad in Iraq, Kuwait and in Afghanistan.  While I was there, I was honored to meet a young man by the name of Andrew Wilkinson.  Because of the timing of Andrew’s service, he had never met his then five-month-old daughter.  He showed me pictures of his gorgeous little girl with all the pride that a new father would have and I was struck by another dimension of the sacrifice that our young men and women make when they sign up to serve and place themselves in harm’s way for us. 

Indeed, I met Andrew’s daughter before he did when I returned from that trip and it was incredibly meaningful for me to be able to take a picture with her and email it to Andrew.   

We recognize that stories like Andrew’s are not uncommon.  And we understand the burden that you, our servicemen and women, bear for the sake of others.  Whether it’s sacrificing the comfort of sleeping in your own bed at night; sacrificing the peace of mind that comes from driving through your own neighborhood instead of a red zone; or sacrificing your own personal safety for the liberties and freedoms that we hold dear; we are blessed that those who do step forward.

We, the beneficiaries of this great range of sacrifices are endlessly grateful.  And we are proud to live in a nation that’s protected by the likes of you.  You are what makes America great. 

Because of our work here in the Commonwealth, Massachusetts leads the nation in providing veterans’ services.  We spend more per capita on veterans’ services than any other state. 

We have supported economically disadvantaged veterans; we have supplied tuition waivers at state colleges and universities; we have expanded our women veterans’ network, and we are committed to providing jobs for those returning home.

We will keep us this work. 

It humbles me beyond measure, just to be in your presence. God bless you all. Thank you for your service to us, and let’s keep those troops who are currently deployed, or preparing to deploy in our thoughts and prayers.   
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