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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas In 1637, Samuel Lincoln sailed from England and settled in Hingham, Massachusetts.  One hundred and seventy-two years later on February 12th, 1809, his descendant Abraham Lincoln was born in a one room log cabin in Hardin County, Kentucky; and 
W

hereas As a child, Lincoln’s formal education consisted of eighteen months of school, but he was largely self-educated and an avid reader.  While working on his family farm, splitting rails for fences, or working at a local store, Lincoln was always seen with a book.  After teaching himself law, he received his license and traveled the Illinois circuit court system; and 
W

hereas It was during his travels as a lawyer that he developed a strong passion for politics. Lincoln served in the Illinois General Assembly and in 1846 was elected to the United States House of Representatives; and 
W

hereas After years of studying the issue, Lincoln became a supporter of the Abolitionist Movement and his debate with Senator Stephen A. Douglas on the issue during the 1858 Illinois Senate race displayed his outstanding oratory and intellectual skills and made Lincoln a household name; and  
W

hereas When Lincoln assumed the presidency in March 1861, the United States was a divided country. With the Southern states seceded from the Union, the Civil War had begun. On January 1st, 1863, President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring all African slaves to be free and that the United States government would “recognize such persons, as being free, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom”; and 
W

hereas With the War coming to a close, Lincoln had hope for peace and encouraged Southerners to lay down their arms and join speedily in reunion, “With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds.... "; and 
W

hereas As we celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s bicentennial, we remember a great man, one of humanity’s great leaders, who understood the power of education, the importance of equality and whose leadership and integrity still resonate with us today, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 2009, to be
Abraham Lincoln Month  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this tenth day of February, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
