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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those living in and visiting our state; and 
W

hereas Fire is a serious public safety concern both locally and nationally, and homes are the locations where people are at greatest risk from fire; and
W

hereas There were 29,808 fires reported in Massachusetts during 2013 causing 44 civilian deaths, 323 civilian injuries, 478 fire service injuries, an estimated $245 million in property damage, and 1,135 reported arsons; and
W

hereas People over 65 account for 45 percent of all fire deaths in our state and are most at risk of dying in a fire; and
W

hereas 16% of homes that had fires and 15% of all home fire deaths occurred in properties without working smoke alarms; and
W

hereas Residents should install smoke alarms and alert devices that meet the needs of people who are deaf or hard of hearing; and
W

hereas Residents who have working smoke alarms and have planned and practiced a home fire escape plan are more prepared and will therefore be more likely to survive a fire; and

W

hereas Massachusetts’ first responders are dedicated to reducing the occurrence of home fires and home fire deaths and injuries through prevention and proper education; and
W

hereas The 2014 Fire Prevention Week theme, “Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives: Test Yours Every Month!” effectively serves to remind us that we need working smoke alarms to give us the time to get out safely,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 5th – 11th, 2014, to be,
Fire Prevention Week 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twelfth day of September, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

               





By His Excellency                  







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth       
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
