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Good morning and welcome to the State House.  I am honored to join you and your families here to thank you for your service.  This building and this hall where we gather are physical manifestations of who we are as Americans.  Look at the quiet dignity in the painting above us.  The soldiers are returning the colors to the State House after the Civil War.  These are men who have seen war, and know that the price of victory was steep.  They also know it was worth it.  

And look at the man over here in blue at the Battle of Concord Bridge.  That motion with his hand, urging his fellow patriots into the fight in pursuit of a set of ideals.  It represents the birth of the American character.

We gather this Veterans Day grateful for so many anonymous acts of courage in defense of our nation.  Over the past few days, I have had the chance to spend time with two different generations of American heroes.  On Friday in Franklin, I visited with the newest inductees into what is called “the 90s Brigade,” honoring World War II veterans who will celebrate their 90th birthday in 2009.  As I shook their hands and heard their stories, I couldn’t escape the dignity in their demeanor, the sense that they understood on the most fundamental level the selflessness required to win a battle of that magnitude.  While they saw the horrors of war, they also helped a world move one step closer to peace and understanding.  There is no more honorable work.    

And last Wednesday, I visited with soldiers from Massachusetts at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.  All of them had been injured in Iraq or Afghanistan.  We were lucky enough to have some hats and t-shirts autographed by Wes Welker and Tom Brady, so you can imagine we were well received.  One soldier with a broken leg had his best friend from home visiting him in the hospital.  The power of that friendship was remarkable.  You just took a minute and stood back and watched old friends interact, and you understood how important it is for us to support our veterans as a community.  To give them strength and appreciation and to pause in our day to find the time to say thank you.  
As we were talking with the soldiers, their families and friends, I asked them if there was anything I could do to help.  And that is what makes a United States veteran such an asset to our Commonwealth and our nation.  At a time when no one would begrudge them asking for more, after they have literally given their limbs in service of our country, they replied, “No, sir.  We don’t need anything.”  It was a humbling moment, and the latest reminder of our debt to the men and women who plunge into combat in faraway lands so that we can enjoy the ideas and the ideals they protect for us.  

In both these groups, I noticed again how remarkable it is that, where we see heroism or courage, they see service as a matter of fact, the only answer to the call of duty.  So to all of you here, servicemen and women, to your families, on behalf of a grateful Commonwealth, thank you for your service and your sacrifice.  God bless you all and thank you for coming this morning.      
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