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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On behalf of the Commonwealth and the Department of Conservation and Recreation, I welcome you and yours to this spectacular celebration of our nation’s independence in the place that invented America. 
 
This year, the Pops and our talented guests bring a local feel to this well-loved and time-honored tradition.  This is a concert by Boston, for Boston.  It is a true celebration of our freedoms and our spirit as patriots. 

As we celebrate this Fourth of July we show our sense of community and prove that we are indeed Boston Strong.

I am thrilled you chose to join us and I welcome you to the 40th Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacular at the DCR Hatch Shell.

Happy Independence Day and enjoy the show!
