TALKING POINTS

23rd Annual Heritage Day of Portugal

6-5-07

· Welcome to the State House. I want to thank Chairman Correia and fellow legislators, and everyone else who helped to make this possible.  And I want to extend a special welcome to President Carlos Cesar, the president of the Azores.  We are honored to have you here with us in our capital to celebrate the 23rd anniversary of Portuguese Heritage Day.  My congratulations to all of the honorees, and my thanks to our wonderful artists who have brought their work to share with us.  
· For all of you here, I hope this will be just one of many visits you all make to the State House and Beacon Hill.  I want you to see that this is your house.  You should use it to make your voice heard on every issue.  Our power comes from you.  You give us what we need to do things like expand educational opportunities, fulfill the promise of our health care reform, and give real property tax relief to our citizens.  Things we can’t accomplish fully without your active citizenship.   
· We know that the strength of our Commonwealth is built on the industry and ingenuity of the many diverse cultures that call Massachusetts home.  The Portuguese community helped to found this Commonwealth and this nation and continues to be a big part of who we are today.  You have been instrumental in leading us through every period of our cultural and economic growth, and as your presence continues to grow, we look forward to your contributions to our global economic success and broadened cultural horizons.
· That is one of the many reasons I am proud today to name the month of June Portuguese-American Heritage Month, and join with you in celebrating that. 

· [Present proclamation]  
· I thank you all very much, and look forward to working with you in the future.
