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· Thank you all for inviting me today.  It’s good to be with you again.   I want to first say thank you to this group for all that it does.  Your organization and engagement, and the similar action you have inspired in other parts of the Commonwealth, help me hold true to the pledge to be the governor of the whole state, not just the area around Beacon Hill.  You help us to establish and sustain these important connections and I’m grateful for that.  
· I hope we can spend most of our time in conversation, but I want to just speak with you briefly about what we have been working on. 
· We have been moving forward on a long-term agenda for Massachusetts;  one that’s not about tomorrow’s headlines, but about making a real change for the day after tomorrow.  
· First and foremost in that effort has been economic growth.  We have an ambitious goal of 100,000 new jobs in the first four years, and are already well on track.  In the 9 months we've been in office, the economy has added 27,000 jobs – and at a faster rate than in years past.  
· We want to make those opportunities available in every region of the state, and we know for central and western Mass that means expanding broadband access.  In this area Athol has coverage.  But New Salem, Orange, Wendell, Warwick, these are places that don’t have what they need to support robust growth.
· We have an initiative to make broadband available in all of our unserved towns by 2010, while significantly expanding coverage in our underserved communities as well.
· I have proposed a $1 billion investment over 10 years to make Massachusetts the world center for the Life Sciences.  Not only can we open the door to cures for cancer, ALS, diabetes and HIV/AIDS, but we can create up to 250,000 new jobs.  And not just PhD positions, but lab technicians, construction and maintenance jobs as well.  
· In education we have launched the Commonwealth Readiness Project, a 10-year strategy to move public education to the level of global leadership, from pre-K through college, including 2 years of community college or an apprentice program in a trade at the state’s expense.  
· And we have, for the first time ever, coordinated the efforts of our many transportation agencies to address years of neglect in that area.  We are taking a long at where we can create efficiencies, and aligning transportation policy with our economic development and environmental stewardship needs.  We'll have more to say about that in the coming weeks.

· That is just a quick list of some of the priorities we are focusing on.  I’m eager to speak with you about those ideas, and anything else you might have on your mind right now.  I’m glad to be with you and I look forward to learning a lot today. 
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