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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Certified Nurse-Midwives are highly skilled, professionally trained, autonomous women’s health care providers; and
W

hereas The 500 certified Nurse-Midwives and 40 certified Professional Midwives throughout the Commonwealth have been a vital and growing part of the advancement of women’s health including education, clinical practice, research, and advocacy; and
W

hereas House Bill 3815, “An Act Relative to Enhancing the Practice of Nurse-Midwives” was signed into law on the second of February, authorizing nurse-midwives to issue written prescriptions and order and interpret tests and therapeutics, therefore expanding access to nurse-midwifery care for more women in the Commonwealth; and 
W

hereas National Midwifery Week acknowledges the important role midwives play in women’s lives. Whether she is assisting a woman as she gives birth, or provides personalized, well-woman health care, midwives are truly with women; and
W

hereas This national event is an opportunity for women nationwide to gather for education and celebration of the health care service provided by midwives.
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 7-13, 2012 to be,
Midwifery Week
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this tenth day of October, in the year two thousand and twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

               





By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth 
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
