TALKING POINTS

Christmas Tree Lighting
12-11-07

OPENING
· I want to thank all of you for being here this evening.  On behalf of the First Lady and the Lieutenant Governor, all of the constitutional officers and legislators; on behalf of all the people that work in this building and in state government offices all across the Commonwealth, I want to welcome you to the State House and tell you how glad we are to have you with us.  

· That is what this season is all about for me.  Pausing in our busy lives to remind ourselves of the joys of being with our friends, with our families and with the people in our communities.  I’m happy that this year we all have a chance to mark this season together around such a beautiful tree.  I want to thank Joyce and Ed Meade and their family from Westfield for donating it to us this year and making all this possible.
· I want to take this time to say a personal thank you to all of you for what has been a wonderful year – even though it is not quite by us yet.  It has been remarkable and I am very grateful for all of the hard work, the dedication, and the contributions that each of you has made.  

· I’m happy now to welcome my partner in the Governor’s office, Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray.

INTRODUCTIONS
· I want to introduce to you some very special young people we have here tonight, Brittany and Robbie Bergquist from Norwell.  
· A few years ago, after hearing about a soldier who spent nearly $8,000 to call home from overseas, Robbie and Brittany took $21 of their own money and started Cell Phones for Soldiers.  They collect old, unused cell phones, sell them to a recycling company and use the money to buy phone cards for troops stationed overseas.  
· So far they have raised over $1 million and donated more than 400,000 phone cards to help the mothers and fathers and sisters and brothers who are away from their homes, making extraordinary sacrifices for their families and for all of us.  I’m sure that many of our soldiers will be using phone cards from Robbie and Brittany to call home for the holidays this year.  
· I want to thank all of the individuals and businesses that stepped up to help Robbie and Brittany help our soldiers.  And I want to most of all thank and acknowledge their parents Bob and Gail Bergquist for all that they have done.
· We’re also glad to have another special guest with us.  Santa Claus is here with us tonight and should be arriving shortly.  We’re sorry that he’s arriving a little late.  He’s been in budget meetings all day, but we’re glad he could make it to help us light the tree.

CLOSE

· Thank you all for coming, to our singers, to Brittany and Robbie and your family, to Santa Claus, to everyone here and all of your families, I wish all of you a safe, happy and restful holiday season.
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