TALKING POINTS

Revenue Hearing Press Avail
· The provisions I am going to testify on behalf of today are critical to providing real property tax relief to homeowners throughout Massachusetts. 
· A number of them are saddled with considerable budget challenges while the costs associated with health insurance and pensions are growing at a rate exceeding revenue growth.  

· Because of the tight budget situation we face at the state level, it is important that we work in close partnership with our cities and towns.  The Municipal Partnership Act is based on a very straightforward principle: working together to save our property taxpayers real dollars.

· We have provided cost saving measures like allowing cities and towns to cover municipal employees under that state GIC program, or folding underperforming local pensions into the state’s better-performing investment fund.  We propose new revenues through provisions like an optional 1 to 2 percent meals tax - determined from town to town – and changes like the update of a nearly century old tax exemption for telecommunications companies.  

· Communities have been relying on property tax increases for too long.  Over the past six years residential property taxpayers have seen their bills grow by over 50% statewide.  These numbers are not sustainable.  Homeowners need and demand property tax relief. Without alternative revenues, local budgets are unsustainable and homeowners will continue to suffer.

· For some cities, like Boston, passage of this legislation will result in an actual property tax reduction.  For other communities, passage of the legislation will stabilize municipal finances and help to minimize expected property tax increases.

· Our cities and towns are on the front line of service delivery.  It is our responsibility to strengthen the partnership between local government and state government and to find ways to make living, working, and investing in Massachusetts more affordable.
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