[bookmark: _GoBack]Patrick’s 1st Inaugural (2007)
· Themes
· Jobs
· High cost of housing
· Simplified corporate tax structure
· More jobs
· Better regulatory process
· Improved relationship between labor and business
· Health Care
· More affordable/accessible
· Transparency
· Use of community settings
· Safety
· Community based patrols
· After school programs
· Summer job/volunteer opportunities for young people
· Training/pre-release prep for inmates
· Reform of CORI and sentencing
· Education
· Public schools
· Cost of public colleges
· Infrastructure?
· Promises/Goals
· Reorganize executive branch
· Simplify systems, increase accountability
· Partner municipal governments with state government
· Reduce municipal government operating costs, better plan across regions, rebuild city/town centers into strong economies

State of the Commonwealth (2008)
· Themes
· Education
· High dropout rates and achievement gaps
· How to pay for college?
· Jobs
· Small business costs of insurance, space and taxes are too high
· Civic Engagement
· Housing
· Escalating property taxes
· Extreme adjustments in mortgage rates
· Poverty
· Accomplishments
· Education
· Increased support for local schools “by the highest amount in history”
· Science, technology, engineering, and math grants
· MA students took top scores in all four categories measured on the National Assessment of Educational Progress
· Bureaucracy 
· Cut approval time for state permits to six months
· Energy
· Joined Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
· Launched new biofuels and green building standards
· Won the national wind blade test facility
· Supported Cape Wind
· Jobs
· China Mission
· Sales agreements
· Research exchanges between UMass and Chinese universities
· Nonstop flights from Logan to Beijing
· Created 22,000 jobs
· Housing
· Largest investment in housing in 20 years
· Expanding Affordable Housing Trust Fund and doubling the SoftSecond program
· Safety
· $50 million in grants to support law enforcement and crime prevention
· Misc.
· “Managed competition” for auto insurance
· Legalized Gay Marriage?
· Promises/Goals
· Education
· Submitted budget with $223 million more to support public schools
· Increases in early education grants, all-day kindergarten programs, and extended learning time
· Increases infrastructure funding for public universities?
· Higher Ed Bond Bill
· Jobs
· Life Sciences Bill
· Advance “human healing”?
· Add 250,000 jobs over next decade
· Energy Bill
· Promotes efficiency, renewables, cheap electricity and new jobs
· Broadband Bill
· Jumpstart economies in western and central MA
· Resort Casinos Bill
· 20 thousand permanent jobs, 30 thousand construction jobs
· $2 billion boost to tourism industry
· Property tax relief for 1 million households
· Housing
· Implement commission on ending homelessness’ recommendations
· Safety
· Limiting illegal access to guns and keeping high-threat gun offenders off the streets
· Supervising and supporting inmates who return to society
· Using CORI information wisely
· Pass Anti-Crime Package this spring
· Civic Engagement
· Commonwealth Corps
· Ready Reps—helping advance the Readiness Project
· Formation of a Statewide Youth Council
· Bureaucracy
· Streamline transportation bureaucracy (MassTrans)
· Misc.
· Formation of the Governor’s Council of Economic Advisors

State of the Commonwealth (2009)
· Themes
· Economy
· Need another $1.1 billion in cuts and other budget solves
· Accomplishments
· Jobs
· One billion dollars of capital projects to start in the first 6 months of 2009
· Healthcare
· Successful implementation
· Education
· Students scored first in the nation on the NAEPs and near the top of the world on TIMSS (international standards for math and science)
· Economy
· Closed a $1.4 billion gap in state budget
· Cut $800 million from the Executive Branch (is this an accomplishment?)
· Promises/Goals
· Economy
· Emergency Recovery Plan
· Balanced budget
· New revenue
· Meals and lodging tax
· Eliminating exemption on phone companies from property tax
· Regionalization of local services
· Municipal Reform Package
· Transportation
· Simplify and make sustainable
· Pension System
· Tightened rules, eliminating abuses and special benefits
· Public Safety
· Prepare incarcerated inmates for return to life
· Reform problems with CORI
· Pass an Anti-Crime Bill
· Ethics and Lobbying Reform
· Close loopholes and stiffen penalties for lawbreakers
· Ethics reform bill
· Misc.
· Lower auto insurance rates
· Introduce civilian flaggers at construction rates
· Creation of an Office of the Child Advocate

State of the Commonwealth (2010)
· Themes
· 
· Accomplishments
· Education
· First in the nation in student achievement for 3rd straight year
· 
· Funded public schools at the highest level in history
· Achievement Gap Act (I think this was in 2010)
· Healthcare
· Implementing healthcare reform; first in the nation in health care coverage of residents 97 percent of MA residents insured
· Jobs/Economy
· More people moving into MA than out
· Business confidence improved 9 of the last 10 months
· Home sales are up for the fifth consecutive month
· All three national rating agencies have affirmed the state’s AA credit rating and stable outlook
· Energy
· Increase wind power 10-fold and solar power 15-fold by next year
· In solar industry, doubled the number of jobs and quadrupled the number of companies
· Transportation
· Simplifying the transportation network and abolishing the Turnpike Authority saved taxpayers $250 million
· Promises/Goals
· Ending abuse in the pension system
· Tightening rules on lobbying and ethics
· Decrease unemployment
· CORI and sentencing reform
· Decrease property taxes
· Consolidate agencies and wring out inefficiency

Patrick’s 2nd Inaugural (2011)
· Themes
· Jobs
· Education
· Healthcare
· Create incentives for providers to work together to lower costs
· Improving transparency
· Reform medical malpractice system
· Removing red tape between patient and doctor
· Safety
· Comprehensive strategy needed for preventing youth violence
· Misc.
· Pension system needs reform
· Cities and towns need tools to cut costs
· Incarcerated re-entry system
· Sentencing laws need to be reworked
· Simplify tax code; make it fair
· Accomplishments
· Jobs
· Creating jobs faster than most states
· Unemployment below the national average
· Coming out of the recession faster than the rest of the country
· Fifth best place in America to do business (CNBC)
· Education
· Won the Race to the top
· Achievement Gap Act
· Energy
· Pushing for Cape Wind
· Public Safety
· Fixed CORI system
· Misc.
· Project 351 (service project with kids from each county)?
· Promises/Goals
· Jobs
· More trade missions
· Education
· Invest in public schools (early education to universities)
· Close the achievement gap in public schools
· Healthcare
· Will address healthcare cost, including payment reform and simplification
· MassHealth, the Health Care Connector and the Group Insurance commission will implement pilot programs to demonstrate more cost-effective ways to buy healthcare.
· Safety

State of the Commonwealth (2012)
· Themes
· Jobs
· Education
· Healthcare
· Public Safety
· Accomplishments
· Education
· Students lead the nation in overall achievement and the world in math and science
· Healthcare
· Lead the nation in coverage—98 percent of residents insured
· Average premium increases went from 16.3 percent two years ago to 2.3 percent
· Created limited network plans
· Ending administrative duplication
· Jobs/economy
· MA was 47th in job creation in 2006, 5th in the nation in 2010 and 2011
· Economy is growing faster than the national rate
· Closed budget gaps
· Eliminated structural deficit
· Achieved the highest bond rating in history
· Clean energy industry grew 7 percent in 2011
· Green Communities Act
· Public Safety
· “Safe and Successful Youth Initiative”
· Misc.
· Lead the nation in energy efficiency and in veteran’s services
· Auto insurance rates fell 13 percent in the last few years
· “housing first” strategy to work toward ending homelessness
· Promises/Goals
· Jobs
· 240,000 people looking for work, 120,000 job openings—“skills gap”
· Unified community college system
· Streamline the funding and governance of community colleges
· Increase funding by $10 million.
· Channel more state workforce training dollars through the community colleges
· Healthcare
· Put an end to the “fee-for-service” model of healthcare
· Empower doctors to coordinate patient care and focus on wellness rather than sickness
· Medical malpractice reform
· Public Safety
· Close achievement gaps in schools
· Support summer jobs and mentoring
· Improve job training
· Crime Bill
· Habitual Offender Law
· Lengthen time before a 3rd time violent felon would become eligible for parole
· Mandatory life sentence w/o chance of parole for anyone whose third felony is murder or “heinous” act of violence
· Nonviolent drug offenders
· Make nonviolent drug offenders eligible for parole sooner
· Eliminate mandatory minimum sentences for non-violent drug offenders. 

State of the Commonwealth (2013)
· Themes
· Education
· Innovation
· Infrastructure
· Accomplishments
· Transportation
· Reforming transportation bureaucracy
· Shutting down the Turnpike Authority
· Healthcare
· Working to control costs
· Reforming municipal health care
· Education
· Introducing new accountability and flexibility in schools
· Misc.
· Ending abuse in the pension system
· Eliminating 6,000 positions in state government
· Promises/Goals
· Healthcare
· Reform retiree health benefits plan
· Education
· Eliminate the Achievement Gap
· Increase funding for early childhood education
· Make a college education affordable
· Increase investment in public colleges/universities
· Reinvigorate the MassGrants scholarship program.
· Transportation 
· Improve infrastructure; on the T, buses, roads, traffic, highways, etc.
· Revenues
· 3 principles for new revenue
· Must be comprehensive
· New funding (in transportation in particular) must be dedicated
· Cannot be diverted later
· Sources of revenue must remain competitive
· Restructure the tax system; more income, less sales
· Cut sales tax from 6.25 percent to 4.5 percent and dedicate all proceeds to a public works fund (transportation, school building, other public infrastructure)
· Increase income tax by 1 percentage point to 6.25 percent
· Double the personal exemptions for every taxpayer
· Eliminate a number of itemized deductions
· Misc.
· Consolidate 240 local housing authorities into 6 regional ones
· Eliminate unnecessary fees on business
· Close loopholes in unemployment insurance system
· Strengthen the oversight of the compounding pharmacy industry
· Gun safety measures
