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Good afternoon.  I am so glad to be here to announce this very important funding for a critical improvement to Pulaski Boulevard.  I especially want to thank Congressman Neal for his leadership and for delivering for this district and the Commonwealth as a whole.  The federal recovery plan is crucial for our economic future, and I am grateful for the work you and your colleagues in Washington have done for the people of Massachusetts.


In total, we have $437.9 million to spend on highway projects across the state.  This $13 million in federal funds is an important piece of the puzzle as we invest in our neglected infrastructure and prepare it for the opportunity of the 21st century.  

First, it will put people back to work, the single most important step in our economic recovery.  Every hour spent designing and preparing this project and, in the spring, when construction starts, every hour spent widening the roadway, rehabilitating the pavement, improving the signals, restoring the 90 year old bridge over Peter’s River and providing pedestrian safety improvements will move us one step closer to a true economic recovery.  And those hours create other paychecks down the line, a viral jolt of economic activity worth celebrating.  Keep in mind that, even though sometimes the numbers can seem like abstractions, behind the jargon and the acronyms these funds are putting our neighbors back to work.  They are restoring people’s pride and alleviating the anxiety of unemployment and economic uncertainty for thousands of families across Massachusetts.  The real story, as always, is about the people these projects help.

In addition to the jobs this project creates, it is also an important infrastructure improvement for the commuters who use this road as a primary artery between northeast Rhode Island and Interstate 495 in Franklin.  By improving this roadway, we will improve public safety, save people time on their commute and open new lanes of economic opportunity along this corridor.  Those are all important long-term outcomes of today’s announcement.  


Together, these short-term and long-term investments dovetail and lay a foundation for future economic growth.  And that is our work on the road ahead.  Until we bring renewed opportunity into every corner of the Commonwealth, we must continue to press forward and life each other up as members of a community.  I look forward to working with the Congressman, members of the Legislature and town officials on that.  Thank you for coming.
PAGE  
2

