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· This is an amazing school you all have here.  Thank you so much for allowing to visit with you today.

· Way back in the Stone Age when I was a student I had the chance to go to some of great schools in this state. And they made all the difference in my life.  I’m serious: if not for the amazing teachers I had and wonderful schools I attended, I would not be standing here in front of you.

· See, I grew up on the South Side of Chicago.  I went to a segregated school – I didn’t take a class with a white student until I came to Massachusetts for high school.  My classrooms were filthy, crowded and violent.  And the few books we had were beaten up relics that were years out of date.

· At home, I didn’t own any books of my own.  My mom couldn’t afford any.  But I loved to read.  I read everything I got my hands on. 

· There’s nothing like getting lost in a good book. Any problems I had – bullies at school, sirens outside my window at night – just disappeared.  Books were what opened up the whole world to me as a poor kid sharing a bedroom with his mother and sister.  I might not have been able to travel to faraway places or have adventures of my own, but in the books I read I could imagine myself there.

· I know I’m not the first person to tell you how important reading is, or to make the most out of the opportunities you have.

· But I want to remind you how lucky you all are.  You all are part of the best school system in the country and one of the best in the world.  Millions and millions of children around the world would love to be able to sit where you’re sitting right now, have these amazing people as their teachers, be in a schoolhouse like this.  So all I ask is that you understand how special this school is, and take every possible advantage from this opportunity that you can.
