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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Thomas Morton was born in Devon, England, around 1576, and became the first English person to settle and build a plantation (at “Mount Wollaston” in Quincy) on Massachusetts Bay in 1624; and
W

hereas Thomas Morton’s respectful relationships with Native Americans made his plantation, called “Ma-Re Mount” or Merrymount, the most prosperous trading-post of its time and place; and
W

Thomas Morton’s intrepid explorations of Massachusetts and “New England” produced a detailed portrait of Native American cultures, and of America’s rich and beautiful natural endowments; and
W

hereas Thomas Morton, his company and “all comers” erected a Maypole on May Day, 1627, at Merrymount to celebrate their intercultural prosperity with a traditional English “Revel”;  and
W

hereas Thomas Morton wrote and affixed his “Poem” and “Song” to the Maypole to propose annual Revels that would facilitate respect, cooperation and prosperity on the New England frontier and therefore some believe he may be America’s first poet in English; and 
W

hereas The 1637 book about his observations and experiences---New English Canaan---represents an invaluable “first chapter” of Massachusetts history,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim March 1st, 2011, to be
Thomas Morton Day    
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this ninth day of March, in the year two thousand and eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           










       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
