Massachusetts Leads the Nation in Veteran/Military Benefit
Programs and Services

State Senator Michael F. Rush’s office conducted a research study regarding veterans/military programs
and services. The purpose of the report was to identify all programs and services that are available to
veterans, military members, and their families in all 50 states. We give special thanks to Jeffrey
Cameron for his help assembling this compilation, during his summer internship with Senator Rush.

We reviewed all 50 states’ Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Veterans’ Services
websites to identify all programs and benefits that assist eligible veterans, their families and active
military/reserve/national guard service members under existing state laws. This report is a broad based
overview, not a scientific study.

We have broken down the report into 8 categories of benefits/programs:
Home — State Veterans Homes
Tax — Tax Exemptions, Fee Exemptions, Tax Credits, Tax Benefits, Tax Refunds

Financial — Bonuses, Unemployment Compensation, Allowances, Funds, Benefits, Grants, Trust
Funds, Annuities, Loan Programs

Employment — Employment Rights, Employment Services, Licenses, Insurance, Medical benefits,
Workers Compensation, Employment Assistance, Training, Credit for Service, Work Study, Civil
Service, Workforce Investment, Job Protection

Education — G.I Bill, Scholarships, Financial Aid, Waivers, Educational Benefits, Loans, Diplomas,
Testing Prep, Funds, Training, Academic Credit

Business — Licensing, Exemptions, Tax and Fee Waivers, Enterprise Opportunities, Tax Credits,
Loan Programs, Business Networks, Finance and Technical Programs, Bank Programs,

Housing — Land/Purchase Discounts, Loans, Adapted/Specialized Housing, Homeownership
Assistance, Finance Agencies, Intervention Programs, Transitional Housing

Other — Voting, Licenses, Dependents, Public Records, Recording Documents, Permits, Military
Credit, Burial Benefits, Transportation, Cemeteries, Memorials, Permits, Waivers, Guardianship, ID
Cards, Exemptions, Medals, Funeral Honors, Claims Assistance, Treatment, Outreach,
Registrations, Counseling, Reintegration.

Immediately below this introductory text, you will find Table 1. Table 1 cross-references the numerical
representation of veterans’ benefits, by state, in each category. This table shows that Massachusetts
contains the highest number of total programs/benefits available to veterans among all 50 states.

Below Table 1 there is a second table that presents the benefits available, by state, in more detail.
Within Table 2, you will find each benefit linked to a primary source veteran’s benefits resource in that
state.

We remain proud that Massachusetts stands at the nation’s forefront of services for our heroes.

Office of Senator Mike Rush
Co-Chairman, Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs




Table 1

State Home | Tax | Financial | Employment | Education | Business | Housing | Other | Total
Massachusetts 2 4 8 9 6 1 2 5 37
Maryland 1 4 0 4 7 8 0 10 34
Alabama 3 3 3 2 1 3 0 14 29
lllinois 5 2 5 2 6 1 1 7 29
Georgia 1 6 1 5 4 0 0 12 29
Washington 3 1 6 4 3 0 1 10 28
Wisconsin %) 2 2 6 6 0 2 6 26
New Jersey 3 2 1 3 4 0 5 7 25
Missouri 6 2 5 2 1 1 1 6 24
Florida 7 2 0 1 5 0 0 8 23
California 5 1 2 2 2 2 0 8 22
Pennsylvania 6 1 2 1 7 0 1 3 21
South Carolina 3 5 1 1 1 0 1 9 21
Mississippi 2 2 0 4 2 0 1 9 20
Texas 8 0 1 0 1 0 3 7 20
Alaska 0 1 0 3 2 0 2 11 19
Louisiana 5 0 2 4 3 0 1 4 19
New

Hampshire 1 1 4 3 2 0 0 7 18
New Mexico 0 4 0 1 5 0 0 8 18
New York 5 1 2 1 4 0 1 4 18
Delaware 1 1 1 1 3 0 0 10 17
South Dakota 1 4 1 0 5 0 0 6 17
Arizona 2 2 0 2 1 0 0 9 16
Kentucky 3 1 1 2 4 0 0 5 16
Maine 6 1 0 0 1 1 0 7 16
Colorado 5 1 1 2 3 0 0 3 15
Idaho 3 2 1 1 1 0 1 6 15
North Carolina %) 2 0 1 1 0 0 9 15
North Dakota 1 1 2 0 3 2 0 6 15
Ohio 2 0 3 0 4 0 0 5 14
Oklahoma 7 1 1 1 0 0 0 4 14
Oregon 1 1 0 3 3 0 0 6 14
Utah 2 1 1 0 4 0 0 6 14
Indiana 2 1 0 1 3 0 0 5 12
Kansas 1 0 4 1 1 0 1 4 12
Minnesota 5 0 1 1 2 0 0 3 12
Montana 2 1 2 1 1 0 0 5 12
Tennessee 1 2 0 3 0 0 0 6 12
Nevada 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 7 11
Arkansas 2 e 0 0 1 0 0 4 10
lowa 1 1 2 0 3 0 1 2 10
Nebraska 4 0 1 0 3 0 0 2 10
Vermont 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 6 10
Connecticut 1 1 1 1 2 0 0 3 9
West Virginia 1 1 1 1 2 0 0 3 9
Michigan 2 0 1 1 2 0 0 2 8
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Voters
Primary or
General
Elections
*Records
*Retiremen
t Credit:
Military
Service
State and
Participatin
g Local
Governme
nt
Employees




North *North *Property Veterans *Honorary Entrepreneu *Burial and
m a Dakota Tax Aid Loan High School | rship Boot Memorial
_— Veterans Exemption Program Diploma camp for Benefits
Home Lisbon Veterans
with
Disabilities
*Hardship *Survivors' *North *North
Assistance and Dakota Dakota
Grant Dependents' | Small Veterans
Educational Business Coordinatin
Assistance Administratio a Council
Program n
*Tuition *Veterans
Waiver Cemetery
*Special
License
Plates
sTransporta
tion
System
:ND State
Park Fees
Ohio *Georgetown sCompensati | _ *Ohio War *Burial /
- Home on & Claims Orphans Cemeteries
Scholarship
*Sandusky *Home *High School sLicense
Home Energy Diploma Plates
Assistance
Program
(HEAP)
*Ohio *Ohio Safety *Medals &
Heroes Officers Awards
Program College
Memorial
Fund
*Ohio *Records
Nationa
Guard
Scholarship
Program
*Recreation
al Benefits
Oklahom | :Ardmore *Tax *Emergency/ | *Special *Free
- Exemption Disaster Disabled hunting
a Financial Veterans and fishing
Assistance Employment permit
Program
* Claremore *Free
admission
to state
owned and
operated
parks and
museums
* Clinton *Reduced
Fee auto
tags
* Lawton *The
Claims and
Benefits

Division




* Norman

* Sulphur
* Talihina
Oregon *Columbia *Property ° *High School *Permanen
Gorge Tax Unemployme | Diploma t Vehicle
Oregon Exemption nt Registratio
Veterans for Disabled Compensatio n Fee for
Home War n Disabled
Veterans Veterans
*Disabled *Veterans' *Military
Veterans' Dependent Veteran
and Veteran | Tuition Recognitio
Employment | Waiver n License
Representati Plate
ves Program
*Veterans' *Voyager Aid *Veteran
Preference Program for Designatio
Points Oregon non
National Oregon
Guard and Driver
Reserve Licenses
«State
Parks Use
Permit
*Hunting
and Fishing
Licenses
(Permanen
t
Combinatio
n License)
*Document
s
Pennsylv Delaware +Disabled *Blind Veterans' *Educational *Pennsylva | -Free
. Valley Veterans Veterans Preference Gratuity nia Fishing
ania Veterans Real Estate Pension on Classified | Program Housing Licenses
Home Tax Service Finance
Exemption Employment Agency
Program Lists Loans
*Gino J. *Paralyzed *Pennsylvani *Burial
Merli Veterans a National Allowance
Veterans Pension Guard
Center Education
Assistance
Program
*Hollidaysbur *Children of *DD Form
q Veterans POW/MIA 214/DD
Home Soldiers Form 215
Program
*Pennsylvani *Postsecond
a Soldiers' ary
and Sailors' Educational
Home Gratuity
Program
*Southeaster *Pennsylvani
n Veterans a State
Center Grant

Program




*Southwester +Division of
n Veterans Veterans/Mili
Center tary
Education
Pennsylvani
a State
Approving
Agency
+Operation
Recognition
Rhode *Mount Hope *Rhode *RI
Tolm g Bay Island Veterans
M Veterans National Memorial
Home Guard State Cemetery
Tuition
Assistance
Program
(Page 20)
*Rhode sLicense
Island Plates
National (Page 56)
Guard State
Tuition
Exemption
program
(Page 21)
*Hunting
and Fishing
Licenses
(Page 58)
South *E. Roy *ADMISSIO *SOUTH *VETERANS | ‘FREE *SPECIALL | CREDIT
mna Stone, Jr. NS TAX CAROLINA REEMPLOY | TUITION/ED Y OF STATE
——— | Veterans EXEMPTION | MILITARY MENT UCATION ADAPTED | RETIREME
Pavilion FAMILY RIGHTS ASSISTANC HOUSING NT FOR
RELIEF E (FREE MILITARY
FUND TUITION SERVICE
EFOR
CERTAIN
VETERAN'S
CHILDREN)
*Veterans' <INCOME *FREE
Victory TAX HUNTING
House EXEMPTION AND
ON FISHING
RETIREMEN LICENSES
T PAY
*Richard M. *PROPERTY STATE
Campbell TAXES - PARKS
Veterans HOMESTEA BENEFIT
Nursing D FOR
Home EXEMPTION TOTALLY
DISABLED
PERSONS
*PROPERTY *SPECIAL
TAX LICENSE
EXEMPTION PLATES
TAX *PRESENT
EXEMPTION ATION OF
FOR THE
COMPENSA STATE
TION, FLAG TO
PENSION FAMILIES
DISABILITY OF
RETIREMEN DECEASE
T PAY, AND D
VA MEMBERS
PAYMENTS OF THE

SOUTH




*TAX *PRESENT
EXEMPTION ATION OF
EFOR THE
COMPENSA STATE
TION, FLAG TO
PENSION FAMILIES
DISABILITY OF
RETIREMEN DECEASE
T PAY, AND D
VA MEMBERS
PAYMENTS OF THE
SOUTH
CAROLINA
NATIONAL
GUARD
*RECORDI
NG OF
DISCHAR
GES
PARKING
EEE
EXEMPTIO
N
‘MARRIAG
E, BIRTH
DEATH
AND
DIVORCE
VERIFICA
TION
*ACTIVE
DUTY PAY
RELEVAN
T TO THE
S.C.
DEPARTM
ENT OF
REVENUE
AND
TAXATION
South *Michael J. *Property *SOUTH *Free Tuition *Free
ma Fitzmaurice Tax DAKOTA for Veterans Certified
_— Veterans Exemption VETERANS Copies of
Home for Veterans | BONUS Veterans
and Their Records
Widow or
Widower
*Totally *Free Tuition *Burial
Disabled for Children Allowance
Veterans of Veterans for
Who Die Veterans
During Wives or
Service Widows
*Property *Free Tuition SPECIAL
Tax Refund for LICENSE
for Aged and Dependents PLATES
Disabled of POW’s
Persons and MIA’s
*Sales Tax *Reduced *GAME
Refund for Tuition for AND FISH

AN

o DTN

LiArFNIOrFo




*Free Tuition

to Child or
Spouse of
South
Dakota
National
Guard
member
Disabled or
Deceased in
the Line of

Duty

*REDUCE
D FEES
AND FREE
ADMISSIO
N FOR
QUALIFYI
NG
VETERAN

*Disabled
Hunter
Permit

Tenness

ee

*State
Veterans

*Property tax
relief for

Homes

Service
Connected

Disability

*Motor
vehicle
privilege tax
exemption

*Veterans

preference in
State

employment

*Credit for
military
service in
State
employment
*Reemploym
ent rights of
public
employees

*State
Veterans
Cemeteries

*Free
hunting

and fishing
licenses

*Parking
privileges
*Registratio
n of
discharges
by county
registrar at
no fee

*TN Dept of
Environme
nt and
Conservati
on
discount/fe
e waivers

Texas

*Ussery-
Roan
Veterans
Home in
Amairillo
sLamun-
Lusk-
Sanchez
Veterans
Home in Big
Spring
«Clyde W.
Cosper
Veterans
Home in
Bonham

*Veterans
Loans

*Hazlewood
Act

*Veterans

*Texas
state

Cemetery

*Fishing

Housing
Assistance

and
Hunting

Program

Licenses

*Renovatio

*Specialty

n Loans

License

Plates




*Ambrosio *Concealed
Guillen Handgun
Veterans License
Home in El Fees
Paso
*Frank M. *Driver
Tejeda License
Veterans
Home in
Floresville
*Alfredo «Parking
Gonzalez Placards
Veterans and
Home in Registratio
McAllen n
*William R. +State Park
Courtney Admission
Veterans
Home in
Temple
<The
Veterans
Home in
Tyler
Utah *Salt Lake +Disabled *Purple *Purple *Veterans
- Veterans Veteran Heart Fee Heart Tuition License
Home Property Tax | Exemption Waiver Plates
Abatement
*Ogden *Scott B *Free Use
Veterans Lundell of Armories
Home Tuition
Waiver
*Honorary *Fishing
High School License
Diplomas Privileges
*Veterans *Special
Upward Fun Tags
Bound
*America
the
Beautiful
Pass
*Bus/Train
Reduced
Fare Cards
Vermont | :Bennington sFinancial *Employment | <High School *Vermont
— | Veterans Assistance and Training | Diplomas for Medals
Home Assistance WWII,
Korean, and
Vietnam
Veterans
*Hunting
and Fishing
Licenses;
Green
Mountain
Pass
*Vermont
Veterans
License
Plates
*Vermont
Veterans
Memorial

Cemeterv




«Discharge
Records

*Veteran
Advocac

Washing ‘WA =Property *VETERANS | -Veteran's *OPERATIO *Veterans sLicense
ton SOLDIERS Tax Relief ESTATE Employment | N Homeless Plates
—_— HOME MANAGEME | Preference RECOGNITI Services
NT Points ON and
PROGRAM Transitional
Housing
*WASHINGT +County *Military *Veteran *Returning
ON Veterans Retirement Waiver Service
VETERANS Assistance Credit Members
HOME Fund OEF/OIF/O
NE
*SPOKANE *Spina Bifida | *Employment | Dependents *Burial
VETERANS Allowance Preference Waiver Benefits
HOME
*Dependenc | *Reemploym *Motor
y and ent and Vehicle
Indemnity Layoff Rights Licenses
Compensatio
n
*Defenders' *Reduced
Fund Fishing/Hu
nting
License
eIndividual «State and
Grant Federal
Program Park
Passes
*Reduced
Public
Transportat
ion Fees
*Veterans
Records
<The
Veterans
Conservati
on Corps
*PTSD
COUNSELI
NG
SERVICES
West +Village of *HOMESTE *VETERANS | *VETERANS | -STATE *AGENT
TR Barboursville | AD BONUS PREFEREN | WAR ORANGE
Virginia | ycierans EXEMPTION CE ORPHANS PROGRAM
Home EDUCATION




*VETERANS *FREE
RE- LICENSE
EDUCATION
ACT FUND
*FREE
HUNTING
AND
FISHING
PRIVILEG
ES
Wisconsi | Wisconsin *Wisconsin *Assistance | *Veterans as | *Academic *Home *Hunting &
~— | Veterans Veterans to Needy Apprentices Credit for Improveme | Fishing
n Home at and Veterans Military nt Loan Licenses
King Surviving and Family Experience
Spouses Members
Property Tax
Credit
*Wisconsin *Wisconsin *Personal *Veterans *Tuition *Home *Transporta
Veterans Individual Loan Hiring Residency Loan tion to VA
Home at Income Preference for Medical
Union Grove | Taxes Information Wisconsin Appointme
Veterans nts
_ *Employment | sWisconsin sLicense
Assistance G.I. Bill Plates
Opportunitie | Tuition
s Remission
Program
*Veterans *VetEd *Free
Leaving Reimbursem Access to
Active Duty ent Grant State Parks
and Trails
*Veterans *Personal *Review of
Employment | Loan Military
Representati | Program Discharge
ves (PLP)
+Job *High School *Wisconsin
Retraining Diplomas Veterans
Grants Memorial
Cemeteries
i *Veteran’s *Wyoming *Free Tuition *Wyoming
M Home of Veteran's for War Veteran’s
9 Wyoming Property Tax Veterans License
Exemption and Plates
Surviving
Dependants
*Hunting,
Fishing,
and Parks
*Oregon
Trail State
Veterans
Cemetery

*Disclaimer: This information was gathered from current websites associated with veteran and military issues.

It does not reflect any new, proposed, or enacted laws that have yet to be updated or disclosed on the
websites listed in the resource section.




Resources

General Sources:

Military.com
Veteransinfo.org
Va.gov

All 50 States Veterans Affairs Websites:

http://www.va.state.al.us/

http://veterans.alaska.gov/

http://www.azdvs.gov/Default.aspx
http://www.veterans.arkansas.gov/index.html
http://www.calvet.ca.gov/Default.aspx

http://www.dmva.state.co.us/

http://www.ct.gov/ctva/site/default.asp
http://veteransaffairs.delaware.gov/

http://www.floridavets.org/index.asp
http://sdvs.georgia.gov/portal/site/SDVS/menuitem.ccad5b319ea5163fec2ea133da1020a0/?vgnextoid=5b15de
1492fb7210VgnVCM100000bf01020aRCRD

http://hawaii.gov/dod/
http://www.veterans.idaho.gov/index.php/benefits-a-services
http://www?2.illinois.gov/veterans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.in.gov/dva/index.htm

https://va.iowa.gov/

http://www.kcva.org/

http://veterans.ky.gov/

http://www.vetaffairs.la.gov/

http://www.maine.gov/dvem/bvs/

http://www.mdva.state.md.us/
http://www.mass.gov/?pagelD=veteranshomepage&L=1&L0=Home&sid=Eveterans
http://www.michigan.gov/dmva/0,1607,7-126-2362---,00.html
http://www.mdva.state.mn.us/

http://www.vab.ms.gov/

http://www.mvc.dps.mo.gov/

http://dma.mt.gov/mvad/functions/state.asp

http://www.vets.state.ne.us/

http://www.veterans.nv.gov/veterans _home.html
http://www.nh.gov/nhveterans/

http://www.state.nj.us/military/veterans/

http://www.dvs.state.nm.us/

http://www.veterans.ny.gov/

http://www.doa.state.nc.us/vets/

http://www.nd.gov/veterans/

http://dvs.ohio.gov/

http://www.ok.gov/ODVA/

http://www.oregon.gov/ODVA/
http://www.dmva.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/veterans_affairs/7179
http://www.dhs.ri.gov/Veterans/VeteransServices/tabid/307/Default.aspx




http://www.govoepp.state.sc.us/va/benefits.html
http://mva.sd.gov/default.html
http://www.tn.gov/veteran/
http://www.tvc.state.tx.us/
http://veterans.utah.gov/
http://veterans.vermont.gov/home
http://www.dvs.virginia.gov/
http://www.dva.wa.gov/
http://www.veterans.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://dva.state.wi.us/
https://www.wy.ngb.army.mil/benefits/




