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· I’m proud to join all of you here today to announce “A Home for the Brave,” our effort to help military veterans buy or stay in homes in Massachusetts.

· 400,000 veterans live in Massachusetts today.  Several thousand more are in active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan right now. They and their families have growing needs in health care, education, job training and retraining and other areas. Responding to those needs as a Commonwealth is the least we can do to honor their service.  
· Last year, we formed the Governor’s Advisory Committee on Veteran’s Service.  I have charged the Committee with ensuring that Massachusetts honors the extraordinary service of our men and women in uniform with the very best support we can give them when they come home.  I want to recognize the work of all of our Advisory Committee members, and especially the leadership of Lt. Governor Murray, who has been – as elsewhere – a valued partner. 

· I also want to thank Secretary Tom Kelley, for his service both to the nation as a warrior and to the Commonwealth as the Secretary of Veterans Services. Secretary Kelley and his team do a very important job and they do it very well.
· I would like to thank the chairs – Tom Lyons from MassHousing and Clarence Plant from Worcester Polytechnic Institute – and all the members of the Housing Sub Committee of the Governor’s Advisory Council for their important work. They developed the strategy and action steps to bring us here today.
· MassHousing’s particular efforts in making the Home for the Brave program a reality cannot be understated. My thanks to Mike Dirrane, MassHousing Board Chairman, and Tom Gleason, MassHousing Executive Director, for assigning Tom Lyons to the task, for funding the program and for a host of other ways in which you have been a partner to this administration. Also, Lieutenant Governor Murray, Secretary Kelley, and Congressman McGovern.
· A stable home is a key part of returning to life here and reestablishing family, social and work lives.  Paying for a new home or keeping up with the mortgage on an existing one should not be another concern for returning military men and women who have already shouldered so much.
· MassHousing has enlisted the partnership of nearly 50 Bay State banks and credit unions to work with us on this program, and they have already committed nearly $200 million to “A Home for the Brave.”  
· Making it easier for veterans to own homes is not only the right thing to do, it is the smart thing to do.  Veteran homeowners stay in Massachusetts.  They raise families here and contribute to our economy.  They bring a multitude of technical skills, superior management abilities and millions of dollars in specialized training to our workplaces across a broad spectrum of economic sectors.  
· I am proud and honored to join all of you today.  And now it’s with great pleasure and privilege that I introduce to you Congressman McGovern.
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