GOVERNOR’S INTRODUCTORY REMARKS – 9/4/07
ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE

 MARGOT G. BOTSFORD

TO THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT

Thank you Scott.  Chief Justice Marshall, Chief Justice Rouse, and members of the judiciary; Madame President, Mr. Speaker and members of the legislature; Lieutenant Governor Murray, Attorney General Coakley, Treasurer Cahill, Auditor DeNucci, Members of the Governor’s Council; Members of the Judicial Nominating Commission, and of the Bar; Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In a minute, I have the great privilege of administering the constitutional oath of office to Margot Botsford, as the next Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.  I want to say just a word or two about why I am so pleased to do so.

Judge Botsford has served our Commonwealth with great distinction as a prosecutor, litigator and judge on the Superior Court.  She has defined her work, on and off the bench, by an abiding respect for the law, coupled with a deep and quite practical human empathy. 

Her meticulous and scholarly work on the Superior Court, her collegiality both on and off the bench, her willingness to make the tough call, her deep sense of fairness, and her pragmatic understanding of the challenges real people face in their lives have earned her the praise of her colleagues, the respect of the Bar, and the support of the Governor’s Council.  
Those qualities will serve this Court and this Commonwealth well.  Because the goal of our Commonwealth ultimately is to become a just society.  And the law has never found justice on its own.  It has always required men and women of conscience and judgment and courage.
Oliver Wendell Holmes, one of Judge Botsford’s many great predecessors on the Supreme Judicial Court, said, “The law embodies the story of a nation’s development through many centuries and it cannot be dealt with as if it contained only axioms and corollaries of a book of mathematics.”  That is the kind of judge we welcome to the Court this afternoon, and why I am so pleased to administer this oath.
Oath to be Administered

I, (state your name) do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof. So help me God. 

I, (state your name) do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me as Associate Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court: according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably, to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth. So help me God. 
I, (state your name) do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
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