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Hi, I’m Governor Patrick and I want to welcome you all to Massachusetts.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]You are in the right place at the right time.  Here in the Commonwealth, we lead the nation in economic competitiveness, in entrepreneurialism, in student achievement, in life sciences and veterans’ services and energy efficiency.   

       Our hundreds of high quality universities, research institutions, teaching hospitals and more create an unusual concentration of brain power.   

Massachusetts produces the leaders, the inventors, the scientists, the entrepreneurs, the policymakers, the engineers and the change agents who fuel a vibrant and growing innovation economy.  Our life sciences and biotech industry – as just one relevant example – has become the most important supercluster of its kind in the world.   

So, I want to thank you for choosing our Commonwealth for your conference, and to welcome you to a community on the move.  We will continue to work with you to create an environment where you, and the people who work with and for you, can flourish.  

Have a great conference! 
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