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Good morning.  Thank you, Rick, for the warm introduction.  It’s great to be here.  Thank you to AIM and MOITI for organizing today’s event.  And thank you all for expressing an interest in doing business with Brazil.  It’s great to see so many members of our trade delegation here today.  I thought I’d share some of the highlights of our trip and then open the floor for some conversation.
As many of you know, the global economy waits for no one.  You either get in the game or stand-by on the sidelines.  As Governor, I’ve made it my mission to make Massachusetts a global player in the game.  
Our trip to Brazil was about job-growth opportunities in the innovation industries, including our technology, clean energy, life sciences and education sectors.  Brazil has a thriving innovation economy with a rapidly growing IT sector.  As a global leader in renewable energy, Brazil ranks sixth in the world for clean energy investment.  Brazil is home to more than 250 life sciences companies and it’s rapidly growing – 80 of those companies were created in the last five years.
Like Massachusetts, Brazil’s focus on innovation is driving job growth and catalyzing international investment.  Brazil is currently the sixth largest economy in the world, and is expected to rise to fifth in the near future.  In 2010, bilateral trade between Massachusetts and Brazil topped $475 million – representing more than $396 million in exports to Brazil and nearly $81 million in imports to Massachusetts.  Our exports to Brazil are already up 31 percent.  
As an emerging global player and economic powerhouse, Brazil is quickly becoming one of the most important international economic partners for Massachusetts.
Our December innovation economy mission to Brazil sought to solidify the already strong Massachusetts-Brazil connection and expand export markets and investment for Massachusetts’ innovation industries, focusing on the key areas of technology, clean energy, life sciences and education.  Members of our delegation toured local businesses and universities and attended high levels meetings in Sao Paulo, Brasilia, and Rio De Janeiro.  The highlight of our trip was our participation in a Massachusetts-Brazil Innovation Economy Partnership Forum where we met with industry leaders in clean tech, life sciences, iTech and financial services.  
Stemming from our meetings, we expanded our educational partnership with Brazil.  We announced the TOP USA-Massachusetts Program, an initiative that will promote an academic exchange of faculty and students between several Brazilian and North American Universities, including the University of Massachusetts system.  We were also proud to sign an MOU between UMass-Amherst and the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation to benefit researchers, farmers and consumers in Massachusetts and Brazil. 
Many of our delegates took steps to expand their opportunities in Brazil while we were still there.  Hopkinton-based EMC broke ground on a new research center at the Federal University in Rio de Janeiro.  We saw the creation of a partnership between Massachusetts-based Akamai and Sky Brazil that matches television viewership with Akamai’s media-focused technologies.  The delegation also participated in a MassChallenge event that included the opportunity for two Massachusetts start-ups to grow a global partnership with Endeavor Brazil – a version of our own MassChallenge.
There are many opportunities for us on the horizon and I hope that you will all engage and explore a partnership with Brazil.  Wayne Canty of Heat Trace Products, for example, is scouting out locations in Brazil as possible sites for a new sales office.  This is good for Brazil, but it’s also good for us.  I expect to hear many more stories like that one in the coming months.
We will continue to grow our relationship with Brazil because that’s how Massachusetts will win the future and continue to compete in the global economy.  I hope that you will join us in that effort, and I look forward to hearing your questions and comments.
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