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I want to welcome you all to Massachusetts.  I’d like to thank everyone who has done such a great job coordinating this extraordinary event and bringing us all together.  I know that many of you have come a very long way, and I want to say how excited I am for the opportunity to join the world-wide biotech and life science community – even if only for a few days – to connect on the important work of this industry.    

Because I am very excited about the opportunities presented by this sector.  We can create lasting, high-wage jobs and in the process serve the economic, human, and community bottom lines that mark genuine prosperity for Massachusetts.  And I say that not just as a Governor who wants to bring jobs and opportunity to his Commonwealth, but also as someone who has seen his loved ones suffer with Lupus, Alzheimer’s disease and diabetes.  I know first-hand just how important it is that these ideas and this industry succeed.
And Massachusetts is just the right place to be.  Our concentration of brainpower, venture capital, and long tradition of entrepreneurial spirit, combined with world-class facilities, researchers, practitioners and highly-skilled workers have made Massachusetts home to the strongest life sciences supercluster on the globe.  I’m sure in your time here you will see that this Commonwealth provides remarkably fertile ground for continued growth of biotechnology and the life sciences.  

So I welcome you all.  I came to this state a little over 30 years ago and because of the communities and opportunities I found here, decided to make it my home.  I hope – and plan to work towards making sure – that you all will find the opportunities here as exciting and abundant as I did all those years ago.  I look forward to an enjoyable and productive few days.  Thank you very much.
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