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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval Patrick
W

hereas The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has long been recognized as a national leader in biomedical research that illuminates the causes of diseases and creates treatments and cures; and 
W

hereas The University of Massachusetts holds a unique role in the future of the Commonwealth, as a great public university committed to national distinction in education and research; and 
W

hereas The revolutionary discovery of RNA interference (RNAi), a fundamental genetic mechanism which has revolutionized biomedical research and development, was made at the University of Massachusetts Medical School by Craig C. Mello, Ph.D., an Investigator of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and the Blais University Chair in Molecular Medicine at the Medical School, and his colleague Andrew Z. Fire, PhD., of Stanford University; and 

W

hereas Drs. Mello and Fire were presented the 2006 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for giving scientists an unprecedented tool with which to demystify and fight disease that have confounded them for centuries; and 

W

hereas The awarding of the Nobel Prize to Dr. Mello focused the world’s attention on the Commonwealth and the University of Massachusetts Medical School as epicenters of the RNAi revolution and deserve recognition by the citizens of the Commonwealth; and 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 26th, 2007, to be

A Splendid Achievement: A Nobel Prize Community Celebration Day

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this tenth day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

