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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas On April 12, 1861, the Confederate army opened fire on Fort Sumter in Charleston Bay and forced the federal garrison to lower the American flag in surrender, precipitating the start of the American Civil 
  War, which lasted until 1865 and resulted in the death of over 524,000 military personnel; and
W

hereas Abraham Lincoln called out the militia and by the end of 1861 nearly a million armed men confronted each other along a line stretching 1200 miles from Virginia to Missouri; and
W

Hereas In 1862 Abraham Lincoln released the Emancipation Proclamation after the Battle of Antietam, which was the bloodiest battle of the Civil War; and
W

Hereas Following the Battle of Gettysburg, Abraham Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address during the dedication of the cemetery for Union soldiers who fought and died in the battle; and
W

hereas On May 10, 1865, Union cavalry captured the fleeing Confederate President Jefferson Davis in Georgia , the resistance collapsed and the war ended; and
W

hereas Massachusetts and its citizens contributed significantly to the battles and mission of the Civil War to affirm the principle outlined in the Declaration of Independence that all persons are created equal and to forever end slavery within this nation; and
W

hereas Many unique and pivotal contributions to the Civil War originated in Massachusetts, including the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment, the first African-American regiment from the North, and the 6th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment, the first regiment to arrive in Washington ready to fight in response to President Lincoln’s call for troops; and
W

hereas Massachusetts was the birthplace of many instrumental leaders of the Civil War, including General Joseph Hooker, the third commander of the Army of the Potomac; Dorothea Dix, the establisher of the Women’s Nursing Bureau; and Clara Barton, the founder of the American Red Cross; and
W

hereas It is appropriate for Massachusetts citizens to reflect upon the significance of this period in our nation’s history,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April 2011, to be the
Sesquicentennial of the Civil War
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this eighth day of April in the year two thousand and eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
