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Good Afternoon.  
Thank you, Judge Bernard.  
To Chief Justice Ireland, Chief Justices Rapoza, Ordoñez and Carey, members of the Honorable Judiciary, and all the court family.  
To my brothers and sisters at the bar, and to ALL of you who have come to celebrate this historic appointment.    
To members of the Governor’s Council, the Judicial Nominating Commission, and the Joint Bar Committee, who serve such important roles in the judicial appointment process. 
Welcome and thank you for being here.

A special thanks to Chief Justice Rapoza and Chief Justice Ordoñez for your remarks and for your leadership.  


And a special welcome to Justice Maldonado’s family:  her spouse, Judge Franco Gobourne, who as many of you know is home on leave from service in Afghanistan as captain in the Army Reserve JAG.  Thank you for your service to the nation as well as the Commonwealth!   And welcome to their son Benicio and his grandmother and many aunts, uncles and cousins.  It really is wonderful that you are all able to join us for this celebration.
REMARKS

Today, I have the high honor to administer the ceremonial oath of office to Justice Maldonado as the first Latina to serve on the Massachusetts Appeals Court.  One of any governor’s greatest responsibilities is the appointment of judges to the trial and appellate courts of the Commonwealth, and I take that responsibility very seriously.  I am proud of all of our appointees – but this one is historic and therefore especially gratifying.  

I know that Justice Maldonado will serve justice on the Appeals Court with great distinction.  Her intelligence, diligence, fairness and engaging personality combined with her broad life experiences, her many years representing indigent criminal defendants in state and federal cases and 15 years of fine service on the Chelsea District Court have prepared her well for this assignment.  As both a practitioner and a District Court judge, she brings a keen understanding of the practical, day-to-day challenges facing a trial court judge, and the importance of assuring that appellate decisions are clear and practical for lower court judges, practitioners and litigants.  And the warmth and collegiality which earned her such respect as a District Court judge will make her a beloved colleague to all with whom she serves on the Appeals Court as well.  
With confidence and thanks for her extraordinary service to the judiciary and to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Diana Lynn Maldonado as Associate Justice of the Appeals Court. 

OATH


I, Diana Lynn Maldonado, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance, to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution, thereof, so help me God.


I, Diana Lynn Maldonado, do solemnly swear and affirm that I will faithfully and impartially, discharge and perform, all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Appeals Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Diana Lynn Maldonado, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
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