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Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.  I am joined by Secretary Bowles, Secretary Cohen, Secretary Kirwan, and Undersecretary Gonzalez, who will be providing testimony on behalf of the Administration.

I wanted to take a moment to thank you for giving this bill a timely hearing.  We proposed the Accelerated Bridge Program to ensure the safety of our public infrastructure, provide short- and long-term support for the Commonwealth’s economy, and save much-needed transportation dollars.

I am grateful for the swift action you have taken and for the leadership shown by Speaker DiMasi, Senate President Murray and Treasurer Cahill on this initiative.

This program will kick-start much needed projects in every region of the Commonwealth, sending a clear message about our commitment to proactive measures even when times are tight.  

The Accelerated Bridge Program will also mean thousands of new construction jobs over the next eight years – jobs sorely needed in a sector among the hardest hit by the downward economic trends. 

Along with new jobs, the Accelerated Bridge Program serves to allay public concerns over safety.  With last year’s events in Minnesota, and the years of neglect and inaction that have occurred in our own state, questions have naturally been raised about the safety our own bridges.  Again, we have answered with swift action, and a clear commitment to addressing the needs of our constituents.  

With all that, this program also presents the opportunity to save $1.5 billion over the next eight years by avoiding construction cost inflation and deferred maintenance costs.

I know that you would have not called today’s hearing without first having done a full and thorough review of the impacts of this legislation, and I appreciate what it has meant to do all of that so quickly, especially in light of the many legislative priorities presented as the end of the session nears.  

The sooner this bill becomes law, the sooner we can begin restoring our infrastructure, improving public safety, and strengthening the Commonwealth’s economy.  

This initiative is a prime example of the good work that we can do to address the most pressing needs of this Commonwealth.  From the Pioneer Valley to the North Shore we will undertake repair and rehabilitation work that must be done.  As I have said many times, the cost of our inaction is too high.

If we fail to act and our infrastructure degrades and our bridges deteriorate, consider the financial costs due to increased inflation.  Consider the costs to our economy when businesses fail to expand because infrastructure is inadequate.  Consider the costs related to the public losing confidence in its government to provide the most essential service that it can provide.

I appreciate that hard choices need to be made everyday in this building.  But this is the nature of change.  And change is worth the work.  It’s worth all of the sweat and tedium.  It’s worth it to the construction worker who can work on one of the thousands of jobs created over the next 8 years; and to the parent who won’t question the safety of the bridge they are crossing; and to the taxpayer who will see that their government is acting proactively and in a responsible fashion to do the work that needs to be done.  

So, again, I thank you for the timeliness of this hearing and your work on this bill.

We are here today to answer any questions you may have.  After you have had the chance to consider today’s testimony, I urge you to report this bill favorably, and to advance it to a vote of the entire legislature.  Thank you again. 
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