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As we meet here, the world economy is in crisis.  Every individual, every family, and every business in our Commonwealth is facing unprecedented challenges and uncertainty.  Times like these remind us how interconnected we are.  Hardships in one sector of our economy affect others.  One neighbor’s struggle becomes a neighborhood’s.  We rise or fall together.

In times like these the mission of state government is clear: Secure our common economic future -- including a strong safety net for our most vulnerable neighbors.  That means you -- and the vital work that you and providers like you do.  
A lot of workers and clients in the health and human services fields are feeling this economic downturn especially hard.  I see you, I value you, and I know you are anxious.  In other times of fiscal stress, services and eligibility for them were decimated.  Tens of thousands of people were thrown off the Medicaid program.  Coverage for essential dental and optical care and prosthetics was eliminated.  We have done everything we can to avoid resorting to those types of decisions because we believe, in the end, they make the situation worse, not better for us as a Commonwealth.
We cannot avoid every tough decision in health and human services, but we are doing everything we can to minimize the impact on the populations who lean on their government more in these times.  We have had to make cuts.  But thanks to help from federal recovery funds, we can soften the blow and we were able to avoid $1.2 billion in further cuts this year and next.  Because we are set to receive an even larger federal Medicaid match than we anticipated, we are today announcing our plans to distribute some $764 million in additional funding to Massachusetts HHS providers this year and next. 
First off, $255 million of these additional funds will help us secure jobs and support health care services for nursing homes, mental health providers, community health centers, and traditional safety net hospitals.  This is very good news for both workers and patients.  For CHA, that means $40 million next month and another $40 million in FY10.
Second, we will maintain and continue our landmark health care reform initiatives by dedicating an additional $222 million in my FY 2010 plan to maintain coverage and eligibility for all existing MassHealth and Commonwealth Care members, allowing for anticipated increases in caseloads with the creation of a caseload mitigation reserve fund.

And third, we will dedicate an additional $97 million in FY 10 to protect key safety net services at the Disabilities Commissions, the Departments of Mental Health, Public Health, Youth Services, Children and Families and the Department of Developmental Disabilities, where we will restore funding for family supports.
I want to thank the President and our congressional delegation for their help to Massachusetts.  Make no mistake:  these funds will help.  

But remember, federal recovery funds are not a panacea.  They do not address all our needs and they will not last forever.  Tough decisions and necessary reforms will continue to be the order of the day.  So we need to continue to work together to find new and better ways to serve the public who depend on us efficiently, effectively and with compassion.  I look forward to being your partner in that work.

Thank you.
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