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Thank you all for being here. 

Today, I am proud to appoint Peter J. Koutoujian, of Waltham, to be the next Sheriff of Middlesex County. 
We need sheriffs who will work to improve public safety, be champions for victims, fight for equal justice, and be wise stewards of our correctional facilities. It’s a tough job, but Peter Koutoujian is up to it. 

As a lawmaker, a former assistant district attorney, and a longtime community advocate, Peter Koutoujian has the experience and temperament to make a great sheriff. 
Peter brings years of experience as an Assistant District Attorney for Middlesex County and as a practicing attorney in his own right. Koutoujian handled important criminal cases in the county's 12 district courts and the Supreme Judicial Court. He has experience in nearly every dimension of our legal system: as a prosecutor, a former lecturer at the Massachusetts School of Law, and as a lawmaker. Chairman Koutoujian serves on the board of REACH Beyond Domestic Violence and is a pro-bono attorney for the Victim’s Rights Law Center. He knows our criminal justice system well. 
As a state representative serving 40,000 constituents in the 10th Middlesex District, Peter has played a leadership role in some of our most important criminal justice reforms. He’s been an effective voice in codifying the victim’s bill of rights and laws concerning sexually dangerous defendants. He played a pivotal role in improving security at our courthouses and worked to strengthen harassment laws. In the House of Representatives, he is a member of the Committee on Public Safety and the Committee on Criminal Justice. He has also been an advocate for social services, the very network of supports so successful to re-entry. 
I am sorry for the sad circumstances that necessitate this appointment. The sudden loss of Sheriff DiPaolo was no less a shock to the staff and the community than to his family. But I am confident Peter will build successfully on his predecessor’s good work. And I wish him Godspeed in the work ahead. 
