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Good afternoon.  It is wonderful to be here with you to formalize the beginning of our celebration of one of Massachusetts’s most important milestones.
You know, as Governor, I am extremely blessed to participate in an astonishing range of activities.  Let me be clear, my administration and I are squarely focused on the issues that matter to everyone of us here in this Commonwealth: job creation, education reform, delivering affordable quality health care, rebuilding our crumbling infrastructure and committing to civic participation.  
But simultaneously there are extraordinary opportunities to join with people at a more local level, to enter into the exquisite communities around the state, if even for just a few minutes, and get a vivid sense of what is important, to gain an appreciation for the small passions that drive our neighborhoods towards greatness.  The blend of these broad themes and these intimate glimpses into the cities and towns throughout the Bay State is an energizing force in my life every day, and I am thrilled to be here today to share this important moment with you all.  
Last October, I received a request from Senate President Murray, on behalf of the Town of Plymouth, to issue an executive order establishing the 400th anniversary commission.  Senate President Murray’s devotion to her hometown is no secret, and I thank her not just for her leadership, but for her community spirit and her obvious affection for this special place in our Commonwealth that so many throughout history have looked to as a source of inspiration.  
  Today, I am here to sign that Executive Order.  Plymouth is America’s Hometown, and I am happy to begin the twelve year planning process towards the 400th anniversary, which comes in 2020.  We are here in the cradle of the Commonwealth, where the Plymouth settlers established the first permanent European settlement and the oldest municipality in New England in 1620.  They wrote and signed the Mayflower Compact, the first constitutional political democracy in the United States and a precursor to the Constitution of the United States.  The very roots of our democracy course through the ground beneath our feet.  This anniversary is a national celebration, and another acknowledgement of the Commonwealth’s unique role in history.    

This Commission is charged with bringing this seminal moment in American history to life, to help Bay Staters, international scholars and modern day pilgrims alike celebrate a historic occasion.  I hope the Commission will be able to showcase the area as it was 400 years ago, but also take advantage of what this vibrant community has become today.  This is a prominent jewel in the Commonwealth’s crown, and I am honored to be able to play a small role in helping Plymouth commemorate this important date in our history.  Congratulations and thank you.
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