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Good morning, and thank you all for being here.

For too long, we’ve had 21st century medicine held together by 19th century paperwork.  For years now, we’ve talked about the potential and promise of a universal system of electronic health information technology.  We anxiously awaited the day when we could put into place a legitimate timeline for bringing this new technology to every hospital, community health center and – most importantly – patient in the state.  That day is here.

Today, we announce a $24 million grant through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to install these systems across the state.

The first part of these funds – some $13 million – will be directed to regional expansion at 2,500 primary care providers, including health centers like Joseph Smith.  The next piece – some $10 million – will help plan and develop a statewide secure health information exchange.  Taken together, these measures will establish universal health care records in Massachusetts.
This isn’t the first example of our national leadership on health care, but it’s the most recent.  


Now, there are a lot of people who deserve our thanks and credit for this achievement. 

First, to Liz Browne and the Joseph Smith Center for hosting us here today.  This facility is a model for the rest of the state – indeed, the nation – and you should all be very proud of what you’re doing here.

To Congressman Capuano, who has been a champion for Massachusetts for a long, long time, and whose hard work helped us get these funds in the first place.


And finally to our new Massachusetts e-Health Institute and its Director, Rick Shoup.  When we created the Institute in 2008, we didn’t know that within mere months they would be implementing some of the most significant federal programs Massachusetts has ever seen.  They’ve done so efficiently and expertly, and the whole state stands to benefit.

Now, I do want to add a word to the folks who sometimes ask me, “Well, this sounds great, but what does the Recovery mean to me in my life?”


Well, first of all, in terms of medicine, speed is often of the absolute essence – reducing waiting times and getting instant access to medical history will save lives.  

Second, electronic records save money for providers, which will mean lower premiums for patients.  

And finally, installing and maintaining these systems will create jobs and grow businesses in our state.

So, to sum up: jobs and business today, better and cheaper patient care tomorrow, and an occasion to celebrate for all.  Thank you so much.
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